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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence
Writing Workshop Words Study Grammar Skill Work

September - October
(30 Instructional Days) Revving Up Writing Muscles & Lessons From the

Masters(User Guide September)
This unit is designed to teach students to generate ideas
as well as strategies to lift the level of their stories by
focusing in on sequence and envisioning. Students will
engage in major revision word and their stories will
become a lot more  developed and much longer.
Together you will use mentor texts to help students
identify craft movies authors make so students can try it
in their own writing.

Growing Into Second Grade Phonics
In  this unit students will grow their phonics
knowledge so they know more options for how
words could go.  Alongside knowledge about
words and spellings, you will teach the grit and
intellectual curiosity they need to try to get
closer to the right spelling.

Silent E Bootcamp

Word Builders Using Vowel Teams to Build
Big Words (Grade 1 Book 4)
This is a unit steeped in play, and we expect
children will actually have a lot of fun taking
on the challenge of learning more about
vowels.  “Let’s go, let’s go,” you’ll sing in the
�rst session of this unit.  “It’s time to work.
Let’s go!”  And then you’ll send them o� to
take on the role of a word builder, using
familiar word parts to build new words.  Being
a word builder then becomes the theme for the
rest of this unit, as children learn more about
vowel teams, one of the most important parts
they need to read and write.

Using an editing checklist & Checking
end punctuation

November-December
(30 Instructional Days) Lessons from the Masters: Improving Narrative

Writing (Book 1)
This narrative unit is divided into three bends, each one
helping children deepen their understanding of narrative
writing and how authors take moments from their
personal lives and write about them.

Word Builders Using Vowel Teams to Build
Big Words (Grade 1 Book 4)
This is a unit steeped in play, and we expect
children will actually have a lot of fun taking
on the challenge of learning more about
vowels.  “Let’s go, let’s go,” you’ll sing in the
�rst session of this unit.  “It’s time to work.
Let’s go!”  And then you’ll send them o� to
take on the role of a word builder, using
familiar word parts to build new words.  Being
a word builder then becomes the theme for the
rest of this unit, as children learn more about

Re�exive Pronouns & Adjectives
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vowel teams, one of the most important parts
they need to read and write.

Marvelous Bloopers (Grade 1 Book 5)
This unit has been designed to help you teach
an assortment of smallish topics that the
�rst-grade curriculum hasn’t addressed and
deserve attention before the year is over:
R-controlled vowels, high frequency words,
and capitalization.  This unit celebrates mess
ups, the uh-ohs, and what we lovingly refer to
as “marvelous bloopers.”  Bloopers that happen
when you are game to learn, when you are
willing to take the risk of trying things you’ve
never tried before, knowing that you’ll mess up
and then pick yourself up to try once more.

December-
January

(30 Instructional Days)

How to Guide to Non�ction Writing (Book 2016)
This unit begins with students writing non-�ction
chapter books and then build from that lifting the level
of their non�ction chapter books. They will write many
books practicing across many di�erent books and then
focus on their speci�c audience.

Growing Into Second Grade Phonics
In  this unit students will grow their phonics
knowledge so they know more options for how
words could go.  Alongside knowledge about
words and spellings, you will teach the grit and
intellectual curiosity they need to try to get
closer to the right spelling.

Tackling Tricky Words with a Repertoire
of Strategies & Past tense

February-March
(30 Instructional Days) Writing About Reading (Book 3)

Students will begin this unit writing letters—they will
learn to state opinions clearly, retell their stories so that
their opinions make sense to readers, and revise their
letters before sending them out into the world.

Big Words Take Big Resolve: Tackling
Multisyllabic Words
The books that many second-graders read are full of
multisyllabic words, and so, more instruction needs
to focus on transitioning to longer, more complex
words earlier in the year.  Working with multisyllabic
words can be a cognitive load for readers, but it can
also create an emotional load, since many children are
intimidated by the sheer length of words once a
second or third syllable is involved.  Helping children
muster the courage to recognize the di�culty and
still tackle these words- rather than just mumbling
past them- is as important as solving the words
themselves.

Transitions & Mid-Sentence punctuation
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April - May
(30 Instructional Days) Writing Gripping Fictional Stories (If...Then…)

In this unit, second grade writers get to build upon the
skills they have developed for writing narratives. Instead
of having to write about small moments that have
happened in their lives, children are able to invent their
own �ctional characters and tell realistic �ction stories
about them.  This unit has a big focus on drawing out
the action and stretching out their stories.

● Unit 4: Word Collectors
● This unit is devoted to a careful study of

words.  Spotlighting vocabulary
instruction matters.  Using books,
colleagues, and community, you’ll foster
an environment of rich talk and careful
listening.  We imagine second-grade
classrooms brimming with conversations
and fascination about words and their
wonder.

Apostrophes & Contractions

May - June
(30 Instructional Days) Poetry: Big Thoughts in Small Packages (Book 4)

This poetry unit is divided into three bends, each one
helping children deepen their understanding of poetry.
First, students will learn that poets are sparked by objects
and feelings that they translate to music on a page. You
will not focus on teaching rhyme or forms such as haiku
or diamante, but rather on meaning & crafting through
repetition, metaphor, & white space.

● Unit 4: Word Collectors
● This unit is devoted to a careful study of

words.  Spotlighting vocabulary
instruction matters.  Using books,
colleagues, and community, you’ll foster
an environment of rich talk and careful
listening.  We imagine second-grade
classrooms brimming with conversations
and fascination about words and their
wonder.

●
● Review areas of need
● We will conduct an end of year

assessment to assess students’ phonics
skills. Individual classes will determine
which skills they need to reteach students
in order to bridge gaps in knowledge and
use the phonics units and extensions to
reteach the necessary skills identi�ed
from the assessment.

Paragraphing

Optional Additional
Units Lab Reports and Science Books (Book 2)

The aim of this unit is to teach students more about
information writing and, speci�cally, about the kinds of
information writing that scientists are apt to do. During
mini-lessons and small groups students are taught not
only about writing but also about force and motion and
about the scienti�c method. This unit illuminates the
work of being an information writer.

Review areas of need
We will conduct an end of year assessment to assess
students’ phonics skills. Individual classes will
determine which skills they need to reteach students
in order to bridge gaps in knowledge and use the
phonics units and extensions to reteach the necessary
skills identi�ed from the assessment.

Complete & compound simple sentences
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Writing Workshop Grade:  2nd
Unit 1:  Revving Up Writing Muscles (User Guide September)
Unit Description: Revving Up Writing Muscles
In the �rst part of the unit, you’ll remind students how to easily write lots of focused, simple, Small moment narratives. During the �rst bend, you will teach students to
generate ideas as well as strategies to lift the level of their stories by honing in on sequence, focus, and envisioning. You’ll want to encourage students to generate a whole
bunch of narratives so that their folders are �lled with pieces they can revise in the next part of the unit.
In the second bend, students will engage in major revision work and the stories they write will become longer and more developed. Expect writers to not only choose a
favorite piece to revise, but to return to other pieces and revise those as well. You’ll help kids lift the level of their writing by reinforcing strategies to support elaboration.
Together, you’ll study mentor texts and help students identify craft moves authors make so that kids can try these out in their own pieces to bring their stories to life.
Finally, you’ll remind students that when preparing for �nal publication, they can use checklists to set goals for revision and editing. You’ll give kids an opportunity to �x up
their pieces so that they are ready to be added to your classroom library.
NJ Student Learning Standards
Writing Standards:
W.2.1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion
and reasons, and provide a conclusion.
W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use evidence-based facts and de�nitions to develop points, and provide a conclusion.
W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense
of closure.
W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed through self-re�ection, revising and editing.
W.2.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
Reading Standards:
RL.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. RL.2.2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures,
and determine their central message/theme, lesson, or moral.
RL.2.3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges using key details.
RL.2.4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
RL.2.5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action identifying how each successive part builds on earlier sections.
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RL.2.6. Acknowledge di�erences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a di�erent voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.
RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
RI.2.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text e�ciently.
RI.2.6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
RI.2.7. Explain how speci�c illustrations and images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.
RI.2.8. Describe and identify the logical connections of how reasons support speci�c points the author makes in a text.
Speaking & Listening Standards:
SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.2.2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
SL.2.4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
SL.2.5. Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
SL.2.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clari�cation.
Language Standards:
L.2.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

A. Use collective nouns (e.g., group).
B. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish).
C. Use re�exive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
D. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).
E. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modi�ed.
F. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy).

L.2.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
A. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.
B. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.
C. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.
D. Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil).
E. Consult print and digital resources, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.

L.2.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
A. Compare formal and informal uses of English.

L.2.5. Demonstrate understanding of �gurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
A. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).
B. Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny).

L.2.6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me
happy).
NJSLS from other subject(s)
Career Ready Practices
Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate e�ectively.
Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Standard 8 Computer Science
8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.
Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
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9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.

Careers (Description of a career that relates to this unit)

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
●  How can I use all that I know about planning and writing to �ll my folder with lots of

detailed pieces?  
● How can I use a mentor text to learn and try out ways an author has made it special?

● How can I use all that I know about writing to plan, draft, and revise pieces that are focused,
detailed, and fun to read?

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
● Writers’ notebooks
● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student re�ections
● Conferences and small group

Summative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment

Benchmark Assessments:

● Nonsense Words
● Teachers College Running Records
● Letter Sound ID
● High Frequency Word Assessment

Alternative Assessments:

● F & P Running Records
● Scholastic Running Records
● BeBop Books for running records
● G & T Assessments:Sages-2 Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary:

Mathematics/Science Language Arts/Social Studies
● Reasoning

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
Bend I
2-Turning to Familiar Strategies when writing in a new genre
3-Assessing and Teaching you're writers using the opinion writing checklist
4-Continuing to teach from information gathered and further helping writers with
retelling
5-Drawing on 3 teaching resources for strong writers
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● Yopp-Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation
● Sentence-Writing Grade Placement Test
● Linguistics Phonemic Awareness Screener
● Linguistics Decoding Pre/Post Test
● Dyslexia Screener
● PRIM checklist
● LLI; Test Preparation Lesson Framework F&P levels

Bend II
7-Supporting Writers in paragraphing
8-Linking Details and Ideas
9-Using the classroom environment to teach

English Language Learners:

● Unit 1: Curriculum for ELL
● ESL K-2
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources: Core Instructional Resources:
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● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar
● Units of Study Revving Up Writing Muscles Text by Lucy Calkins
● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar, Revving Up Writing Muscles Unit
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● The  Writing  Strategies Book by Jen Seravallo
● Writing Resources and Scope and Sequences
● Units of Study Online Resources

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Kits
● Rubric for Assessing a Retell on a Reading Level Assessment - Levels A-Z (Teachers

College)
● Primm Book
● Teachers College Units of Study - Phonics K-2
● Prompting Guide Part 1 - For Oral Reading and Early Writing
● Prompting Guide Part 2 - For Comprehension : Thinking, Talking, Writing
● Writing  Strategies Book - Jennifer Serravallo
● Flip Your Writing Workshop: A Blended Learning Approach by Dana Johansen and Sonja

Cherry-Paul
● How’s It Going? A Practical Guide to Conferring with Student Writers by Carl Anderson
● Notebook Know-How: Strategies for the Writer’s Notebook by Aimee Buckner
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Conferring Curriculum

● Any appropriate grade 2  novel as a read-aloud model to set up the routines
● Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall (Level J)
● Mercy Watson to the Rescue by Kate DiCamillo (Level L)
● Pinky and Rex and the Bully by James Howe (Level L)
● Click, Clack, Moo by Doreen Cronin (Level K)
● Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague (Level L)
● Earrings by Judith Viorst (Level L)
● I Wanna Iguana by Karen Orlo� (Level L)
● I Wanna New Room by Karen Orlo� (Level G)
● Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late by Mo Willems (Level G)
● I Love Chocolate! By D. Cali (Level L)
● Teacher-selected books for book talks and modeling good reader behaviors

Supplemental Resources:

● Conferring Curriculum
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Aggie the Brave by Lori Ries (Level H)
● City Fun by Hillert Margaret (Level F)
● Field Trip Fiasco Kelli Hicks (Level J)
● Katie Woo Series by Fran Manushkin (Level J)
● Fred Stays With Me by Nancy Coffelt (Level I)
● Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love (Level I)
● Lola Reads Series by Naa McQuinn (Level I)
● Pedro Series by Fran manushkin (Level J)
● Subway Ride by Miller Heather (Level E)
● How Oliver Olson Changed the World by Claudia Mills (Level L)
● Iris and Walter: Lost and Found by Elissa Guest (Level J)
● Lucy Tries Basketball by Lisa Bowes (Level K)
● Mt. Putter and Tabby Series by Cynthia Rylant (Level J)
● Sky Color by Peter Reynolds (Level K)
● The Andy Shane Series by Jennifer Jacobson (Level J)
● The High Rise Private Series by Cynthia Rylant (Level K)
● Graphic Sparks Series by Scott Nickel (Level K)
● King and Kayla Series by Dori Butler (Level L)

Intervention Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Texts
● Six Minute Solutions
● Fountas and Pinell Guided Reading
● Fountas and Pinell Shared Reading
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Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies, and

foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they re�ect
on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust; i.e.
power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words from

their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and then
ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting on
the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Connect With Rick Riordan
● Author Visit Kit
● Authors Who Skype

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Bend/Goals Teaching Points
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Bend I: Using Everything We
Know to Write Long and
Strong Right Away

Session 1: Writers know exactly
what to do

Session 2:Writers do not get stuck in
their writing

Session 3:Writers make their pages
come to life

Session 4:Writers tell how their
characters think and feel

(Connection) Do you remember the �rst time you ever came to this school and you weren’t sure where to go or what to do? Well as we
start our second grade writing workshop, I have huge news to tell you.
(Pg.5 Revving up Writing Muscles, PDF  )Today I want to remind you that you already know what to do. And you don’t have
to sit there and ask what do I do?  You can get started on writing, just like you can �gure out how to get o� the bus, go to
the playground, line up, or come into our room.
~Get ready for writing routines
1.Review quickly
2. Reinforce skills
3.Talk about behavior management
4.Start to write as soon as you are back at your seat!

(Pg. 5) Today I want to teach you that when writers get stuck, they keep on going! You know how to independently come
up with story ideas and make a plan for your writing. Writers do not need to say, “I’m done now what? You are the writer
and you are the boss, you know what to do!
~Writers don’t get stuck on writing
1.Come up with a story idea
2.Make a plan
3.Write
4. Reread
5.Revise
6. Start another writing piece

(Pg. 6)Good stories are a lot like that spider. They take small steps. Today I want to remind you that when writers want to
write stories that come to life on the page––they tell their stories in small steps, bit by bit. Writers think about the main
thing they did and then ask themselves, “What exactly happened, step-by-step, bit-by-bit?

~Bring your story to life
1.Reread your story
2.Act out a part to your partner
3.Partner, Tell the writer what did they say, do, or show on their face
4.Find a part in your writing where you can add one of those details

(Pg. 6)Today I want to remind you that another way writers bring their stories to life is by telling what their characters
feel and think.
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BEND II: Reading like a
Writer: Using Mentor Texts

Session 5:Writers use mentor texts to
life their writing

Session 6:Using mentor text to make
your own writing special

Session 7:Writers use mentor texts to
make their reading special too

~Ways to bring stories to life
1.Unfreeze people—make them move & talk
2. Tell small steps
3. Bring out the inside—make people feel & think

(Pg. 7)Today I want to remind you that you can use mentor texts to lift the level of your writing.
~Use mentor text to life your writing
1. Study the kinds of moves the author makes
2. Name the speci�c techniques that bring the story to life
(The author paints a picture with words, builds tension & evokes a particular feeling)
3. Try it in your writing!(Pg. 7)Today I want to teach you that you need to pay attention to how the mentor authors makes
parts of his/her text special. Writers see how it makes their story strong as possible and let the author in�uence your own
writing!

~In�uence by author’s craft
1.Read the mentor text
2.Notice special parts
3.Decide what parts make you, “Ooh and Ahh”
4. Try the technique in your own writing!

(Pg. 7-8)Today I want to teach you that writers read books written by great writers and say, ‘Oh, my goodness. He just did
something special in his book that I’m going to try in my own writing’ and then they do try it.”

~How to Write With Exact Actions
1.Read mentor text
2.Ask yourself, “What exactly did the author do?”
3.Try it in your own writing

(Pg. 8)Today I want to remind you that you use new craft moves—but don’t forget the ones that you previously learned to
develop your characters in your stories. (Refer to chart)

~Bring each page to life across pages
1.Include what the character does
2.Add how the character feels
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Session 8:Don’t forget about craft
moves you already know about

Session 9 : Writers take charge of
their writing

Session 10:Writers fancy up their
favorite pieces

3.Don’t just tell how the character feels, SHOW THIS!
4.Do this for not just the main character, but all characters

(Pg. 8)Writers, you are ready to take charge of your writing! Today I want to teach you that one way to bring a story to life
is to act out what really happened, either with a partner or in your mind, noticing what you need to add.

~Take charge of your writing
1.Reread your story
2.Act out a part to your partner/or your mind
3.Partner, Tell the writer what did they say, do, or show on their face
4.Find a part in your writing where you can add one of those details!

(Pg. 8)Today I want to teach you that writers choose their favorite writing piece to fancy up. Think about which piece
makes me feel most accomplished and proud? Which one feels the most special—which will make the readers ‘ooh and
ahh?’

~Celebrate your writing piece
1.Pick your favorite writing piece (which is the most special)
2.Revise
3.Edit
4.Celebrate and share your writing!

Skills (Students will be able to…)  including Grammar
● Revisit favorite read-alouds or student examples and think about how the writers might have arrived at their ideas.
● Generate several stories, organizing their drafts in their Writer’s Folder.
● Illustrate the “who,” “what,” and “where” of a story through sketching and labeling.
● Choose a story idea. “Zoom in” on a life experience by focusing on the most important part and visualize the step-by-step actions.
● Plan and tell a story across their �ngers in sequential order using transition words.

Writing Workshop Grade:  2nd
Unit 2:  Lessons From the Masters ~ Improving Narrative Writing (Book 1)
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Unit Description: Lessons From the Masters ~ Improving Narrative Writing
This narrative unit is divided into three bends, each one helping children deepen their understanding of narrative writing and how authors take moments from their personal lives and write about them. First, students
will learn that writers grab hold of particular moments, moments that stay with them, and let those moments spark ideas for their stories. Over the course of Bend I, you will teach your students ways to stretch out and
magnify their small moments, writing these with great attention to detail and to crafting powerful beginnings and endings. The bend ends with a day of goal setting, where children can use the narrative checklist to assess
their work and to set goals for themselves as writers. The unit progresses in Bend II, where you will spotlight writing with intentions and learning from author's’ craft. Children will be asked to name their intentions as
writers-what they hope their readers will feel- and revising on the go. Using the mentor text Owl Moon by Jane Yolen, students will examine parts closely to consider what makes some parts so powerful and how did the
author achieve that e�ect. As the bend progresses, the emphasis shifts to understanding why an author would use a particular craft move, and children will revise, paying attention to word choice and language. As you
round Bend III, children will make reading and writing connections drawing on everything they have learned up until this point to discover craft moves in books they are reading on their own and to apply these to their
own writing. There are two main goals in this bend: �rst, students will work with increasing independence, transferring what they have learned with teacher guidance and through shared inquiry to work that is largely
self-initiated. Second, children will devote careful attention to revision and editing, aiming to make their writing as clear and powerful as it can be.
NJ Student Learning Standards
Writing Standards:
W.2.3  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of
closure.
W.2.5  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of
closure.
W.2.7   Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).
W.2.8   Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
W.2.10 Begins in grade 3.
W.3.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
W.3.3a  Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
W.3.3b  Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations
W.3.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, re�ection, metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-speci�c tasks,
purposes, and audiences.
Reading Standards:
RL.2.1   Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL.2.2  Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message/theme, lesson, or moral.
RL.2.3  Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges using key details.
RL.2.4   Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
RL.2.5   Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action identifying how each successive part builds on earlier sections
RL.2.7   Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
RL.2.10   Read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, at grade level text complexity or above with sca�olding as needed.
RL.3.3   Describe the characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the plot.
RL.3.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4   Read with su�cient accuracy and �uency to support comprehension.
Speaking & Listening Standards.
SL.2.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.2.1a  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the �oor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
SL.2.2   Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue
SL.2.4  Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
SL.2.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clari�cation.
Language Standards:
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
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L.2.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of �gurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
L.2.6   Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me
happy).
L.3.3a  Choose words and phrases for e�ect.
L.3.5a  Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).
NJSLS from other subject(s)
Career Ready Practices
Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate e�ectively.
Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Standard 8 Computer Science
8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.
Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.

Careers (Description of a career that relates to this unit)

Enduring Understandings/Goals Essential Questions
Students will understand that…

❏ Writers have routines and procedures to follow in a workshop setting and with their writing
partnerships

❏ Writers think about a topic, rehearse it, sketch their ideas and then write as a strategy for their
narrative writing.

❏ Writers need to edit their writing for capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
❏ Writers have various planning strategies for drafting our small moment writing.
❏ Writers have various ways we let our mentor author in�uence our own work to make our

stories better.
❏ Writers have various revision strategies they can apply from other writing teachers in class.

❏ What is Writer's Workshop?
❏ What are habits that good writers use when writing personal narratives?
❏ What are the routines, procedures, and expectations of writing workshop and working with our

partnerships?
❏ How do writers rehearse and draft lots of stories under the in�uence of one mentor author?
❏ How do writers take the strategies of one mentor author and try their craft in their own

writing?
❏ What are some powerful revision techniques writers use to revise?

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
● Writers’ notebooks
● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student re�ections

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:
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● Conferences and small group

Summative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment

Benchmark Assessments:

● Nonsense Words
● Teachers College Running Records
● Letter Sound ID
● High Frequency Word Assessment

Alternative Assessments:

● F & P Running Records
● Scholastic Running Records
● BeBop Books for running records
● G & T Assessments:Sages-2 Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary:

Mathematics/Science Language Arts/Social Studies
● Reasoning
● Yopp-Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation
● Sentence-Writing Grade Placement Test
● Linguistics Phonemic Awareness Screener
● Linguistics Decoding Pre/Post Test
● Dyslexia Screener
● PRIM checklist
● LLI; Test Preparation Lesson Framework F&P levels

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
Bend I
3-Sca�olding Students to Rehearse their Writing
4-Dramatizing action to help students write with detail
6-Building students knowledge of convention
Bend II
8-Coaching writers to walk the walk and not just talk the talk
9-Addressing common challenges students face when transferring new strategies to their writing
10-Supporting Writers of all abilities to use mentor texts
12-Helping students increase the volume of their writing
13-Planning and re�ecting on your conferences and small group teaching
Bend III
15-Going back to basics with you're conferences and small groups
16-Focusing on the most important strategies students should be taking away

English Language Learners:

● Unit 1: Curriculum for ELL
● ESL K-2
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}
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Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar
● Lessons from the masters: Improving narrative writing Unit of Study Text by Lucy Calkins
● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar, Second Grade Lessons from the masters: Improving

narrative writing Unit
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● The  Writing  Strategies Book by Jen Seravallo
● Writing Resources and Scope and Sequences
● Units of Study Online Resources

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Kits
● Rubric for Assessing a Retell on a Reading Level Assessment - Levels A-Z (Teachers

College)
● Primm Book
● Teachers College Units of Study - Phonics K-2
● Prompting Guide Part 1 - For Oral Reading and Early Writing
● Prompting Guide Part 2 - For Comprehension : Thinking, Talking, Writing
● Writing  Strategies Book - Jennifer Serravallo

Core Instructional Resources:

● Any appropriate grade 2  novel as a read-aloud model to set up the routines
● Saturday by Oge Mora (Level L)
● The Leaving Morning by: Angela Johnson (Level L)
● Peter’s Chair, E.J. Keats (Level J)
● Shortcut, D. Crews (Level J)
● Bigmama’s, by: D. Crews (Level L)
● Corduroy by: D. Freeman (Level K)
● Flying by: D. Crews (Level C)
● My Little Island by: F. Lessac (Level K)
● School Bus by:D. Crews (Level K)
● Little by Little by J. Little (Level M)
● Owl Moon by J. Yolen (Level O)
● Fireflies by J. Brinckloe (Level L)
● Hot Day on Abbott Avenue by K. English (Level N)
● Teacher-selected books for book talks and modeling good reader behaviors

Supplemental Resources:

● Conferring Curriculum
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

● Flip Your Writing Workshop: A Blended Learning Approach by Dana Johansen and Sonja
Cherry-Paul

● How’s It Going? A Practical Guide to Conferring with Student Writers by Carl Anderson
● Notebook Know-How: Strategies for the Writer’s Notebook by Aimee Buckner
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Conferring Curriculum

● Conferring Menus
● How Oliver Olson Changed the World by Claudia Mills (Level L)
● Iris and Walter: Lost and Found by Elissa Guest (Level J)
● Lucy Tries Basketball by Lisa Bowes (Level K)
● Mt. Putter and Tabby Series by Cynthia Rylant (Level J)
● Sky Color by Peter Reynolds (Level K)
● The Andy Shane Series by Jennifer Jacobson (Level J)
● The High Rise Private Series by Cynthia Rylant (Level K)
● Graphic Sparks Series by Scott Nickel (Level K)
● Poppleton by: Cynthia Rylant (Level J)
● Ivy and Bean by: Annie Barrows (Level M)
● Marvin Redpost by: Louis Sachar (Level M)
● Amber Brown by: Paula Danzinger (Level G)
● Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by: Kevin Henkes (Level N)
● Houndsley and Catina by: James Howe (Level K)
● Ready Freddy: Tooth Trouble by: Anne Klein (Level M)

Intervention Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Texts
● Six Minute Solutions
● Fountas and Pinell Guided Reading
● Fountas and Pinell Shared Reading

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies, and

foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they re�ect
on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust; i.e.
power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words from

their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and then
ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting on
the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Connect With Rick Riordan
● Author Visit Kit
● Authors Who Skype

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Bend/Goals Teaching Points
Bend I: Studying the Masters with Inspiration
and Ideas
Session 1: Discovering Small Moments That Matter:
Generating Ideas for Writing

Session 2: Capturing Story Ideas: Tiny Topics
Notepads

*(Unit 1, pg. 5) Today I want to teach you that authors don’t just tell any stories. They tell meaningful
stories. Paying attention to the kinds of stories they choose to tell can inspire you when you are trying to
come up with your own meaningful stories.
~Telling Meaningful Stories

1. Think of a Small Moment story idea
2. Think, “Why does this moment matter?”
3. If it was important then begin your planning.

*(Unit 1, pg. 13) Today I want to teach you that just as writers collect little, tiny details that they can later
turn into stories, you can do the same thing.  You can do this at lunch, at home, on the
playground-whenever you �nd a good idea or remember something you want to write, you can just jot it
down.
~Getting Writing Ideas From a Tiny Event

1. Think about what happened that day.
2. Write down a couple of words in your notepad to hold on to that idea.
3. Later, look back in your notebook for writing ideas.
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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

Session 3: Stretching out Small Moments

Session 4: Writing With Detail: Magnifying a
Small Moment

Session 5: Letter to Teachers: Revising with the
Masters: Crafting Powerful Endings

Session 6: Rereading Like Detectives: Making Sure
Our Writing Makes Sense and Sounds Right

*(Unit 1, pg. 21) Today, writers, I want to teach you how to develop a tiny topic like ‘sparkling buildings’ into
a whole story.  Remember writers don’t just think up a topic and then suddenly ‘poof ’, there is a story.
Writers plan and let their stories grow by trying things out and thinking as they write.
~Thinking as you Write

1. Think of a story idea, small moment.
2. Tell it to yourself.  Tell it across your �ngers.
3. Turn the pages of your book as you write a couple key words to hold onto the parts of your story.

*(Unit 1, pg. 30) Writers, that kind of seeing, paying attention, is at the heart of living a writerly life. Today I
want to teach you that when writers want to zoom in on small moments, to capture it so that readers see it
as they do, they magnify it, by writing with lots of details.
~How to Zoom in on Small Moments

1. Write your own small moment as if you’re looking through an imaginary magnifying glass.
2. Think about what you can add.
3. Add more detail.
4. Ask, “Can you see what happened?” with those new details.

~Anchor Chart: Writers Use Descriptive Details so Readers Can Envision The Story

*(Unit 1, pg. 39) Today, I want to teach you that professional writers spend lots of time writing and
rewriting their endings.  You can study these authors to learn how they craft their endings.  This will give
you ideas for how to bring your own story to a satisfying end.
~Good Endings...

● Echo the beginning
● Leave the reader with something to think about
● Bring the story in a full circle solve a problem
● Bring out the meaning of the story

*(Unit 1, 46) Today, I want to teach you that writers reread to make sure their writing says what they want it
to say and makes sense.  They look for end punctuation.  To build this writing habit, it can help to stop
after each page, reread, and ask, ‘Did I use punctuation on this page so that it makes sense?’
~Punctuation Check

1. Reread your writing.
2. Think, “Does my writing make sense to the reader?”
3. If not, decide where you need punctuation.
4. Insert the matching punctuation mark.
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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

Session 7: Working Hard: Setting Goals and Making
Plans for Writing Time

*(Unit 1, pg. 54) Today, I want to teach you that just as dancers and athletes work hard, practice, and then get
stronger, writers can do that, too. Sometimes, this work takes �ve minutes, sometimes a day, and sometimes
even a whole month! Writers work hard to get better.  Writers set goals and make plans to work toward
these goals.
~Writers Set Goals

1. Using the checklist, use only one part at a time to check your writing.
2. Check page after page to make sure that you did the item AGAIN and AGAIN in your writing.
3. Check: NOT YET, STARTING TO, or YES
4. Repeat.
5. Fix up your writing.
6. Set goals, by looking at your checklist.
7. Plan your writing time.

Bend II: Noticing Author’s Craft: Studying
Imagery, Tension, and Literary Language in
Owl Moon
Session 8: Revising With Intent

Session 9: Close Reading: Learning Writing Moves
From a Text

*(Unit 1, pg. 67) Today I want to teach you that writers revise-on the go- not just to add in details, but to
bring out a certain meaning, or a feeling in their reader.  They think, ‘What am I trying to do as a writer?’
They consider how authors they admire have done the same thing.  Then they revise their own writing,
trying out a few di�erent ways to see which one feels right and matches what they want their readers to
take away.
~ “What am I trying to Do as a Writer?”

1. Reread your writing.
2. Ask yourself, “What am I trying to do as a writer?”
● How do you want your reader to feel?
3. Begin revising to meet that goal

*(Unit 1, pg. 77) Guided Inquiry: Today, writers we are going to do an inquiry.  Together, we are going to
look at powerful parts of our mentor text and investigate,  ‘How did the author write like this?’ so that we
can try this out in our writing.
~Learning Writing Moves from Our Favorite Authors

WHAT is powerful? WHY is it? HOW is it done?

*(Unit 1, pg. 94) Today I want to teach you that one way to make your writing more powerful is to try out
craft moves that a mentor author uses.  You can �nd a spot where you are trying to make your writing
powerful in the same way that your mentor author has made her writing powerful, and then you can try the
same moves in your own piece, in your own way.
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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

Session 10: Learning to Write in Powerful Ways:
Trying out Craft Moves Learned From Mentor
Authors

Session 11: Letter to Teachers: Learning to Write In
Powerful Ways: Trying Out a Second Craft Move

Session 12: Emulating Authors in Ways that Matter:
Revising in Meaningful Ways

~Powerful Writing
1. Find where you are trying to make your writing more powerful.
2. Think how other authors have made their writing powerful.
● Stretch out the settings in the story.
● Add little details about what you saw and heard all around you.
● Write comparisons.
3. Try some of the same moves in your own piece.

~Refer to Anchor Chart: Learning Writing Moves from Our Favorite Authors

*(Unit 1, pg. 104) Today I want to teach you that trying out craft moves takes practice.  I want to show you
again how you can match a part in your own writing with a part in a book to write with more power.
~Powerful Writing

1. Find where you are trying to make your writing more powerful.
2. Think how other authors have made their writing powerful.
● Stretch out the settings in the story.
● Add little details about what you saw and heard all around you.
● Write comparisons.
3. Try some of the same moves in your own piece.

~Refer to Anchor Chart: Learning Writing Moves from Our Favorite Authors

*(Unit 1, pg. 112) So today, I want to talk to you again about intent.  Speci�cally, I want to teach you that
when writers revise, they study mentor authors, thinking not only, ‘What has this author done that I could
try out?’ but also ‘Why has this author done this?’ Then they look at their own writing to be sure that
they’ve emulated craft moves in ways that make sense-in ways that make their stories better.
~Powerful Writing

1. Find where you are trying to make your writing more powerful.
2. Think how other authors have made their writing powerful.
● Stretch out the settings in the story.
● Add little details about what you saw and heard all around you.
● Write comparisons.
3. Think, “Why do authors do this?”
4. Try some of the same moves in your own piece.
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Session 13: Mining Mentor Texts for Word Choice:
Studying and Revising for Precise and Specific
Language

Session 14: Letter to Teachers: Rereading and Quick
Editing: Preparing for a Mini-Celebration

*(Unit 1, pg. 122) Today I want to teach you that writers don’t just revise whole parts of their writing. They
also revise for the way their writing sounds.  You can use mentor authors to learn how to make careful and
thoughtful word choices that capture the sound and beauty of your writing when you revise.
~Revising Word Choice

1. Reread your story.
2. Think...
● “Where can I add more beautiful language?”
● “Where can I change some of my words to be more precise?”

3.  Change your words.  Try….
● Using an alliteration
● Using a comparison
● Saying what you did and how you did it.

*(Unit 1, pg. 131) Today I want to teach you that writers who are preparing their pieces of an audience think
about all the things they have learned about editing, making sure they’ve gotten all of those things ‘right’,
before sharing their work.
~Writer’s Use Checklists

1. Using the checklist, use one part at a time to check your writing.
2. Check page after page to make sure that you did the item AGAIN and AGAIN in your writing.
3. Check: NOT YET, STARTING TO, or YES
4. Repeat.
5. Fix up your writing.

Bend III: Studying Your Own Authors
Session 15: Learning Craft Moves from Any Mentor
Text

Session 16: Being Bold: Trying Out New Craft Moves

*(Unit 1, pg. 135) Today I want to teach you that whenever you want some help on your writing, you can �nd
it. Just choose a mentor text for yourself, and �nd what you admire, why you admire that part, and how the
author wrote it. Then, try the same move in your writing.
~How to Learn Writing Moves from a Mentor Text

1. Choose a text you admire, reread it.
2. Notice what is a powerful part.
3. Name why it is a powerful part.
4. Figure out how the author does it
5. Try it in your own writing.

*(Unit 1, pg. 144) Today I want to teach you that when writers do something new, they don’t just try it once
and give up. Writers are bold! You can be bold too.  You can try new things in your writing, even if they’re
not perfect.  Then you can see what you think.  You can ask yourself, ‘Did it work?’ or ‘Should I try it again
in a new way?’
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Session 17: Letter to Teachers: Writers Can Help Each
Other: Partners Offer Feedback

Session 18: Editing and Preparing for Publication

Session 19: Letter to Teachers: A Celebration

~Trying Something New
1. Try something new in your writing.
2. Ask yourself...
● Did it work?
● Should I try it again?

3.   Be bold!

*(Unit 1, pg. 150) Today I want to teach you that even the masters turn to other writers for help.  They ask
each other questions and check that their writing is clear, meaningful, and well crafted as it can be.  Writers
revise in the company of other writers. And you and your writing partner can do the same.
~Good Writers Revise

1. Using the editing checklist, use one part at a time to check your writing.
2. Check page after page to make sure that you did the item AGAIN and AGAIN in your writing.
3. Check: NOT YET, STARTING TO, or YES
4. Repeat.
5. Fix up your writing.

*(Unit 1, pg. 154) As you �x up your writing for publication, it is important to be sure it is easy to ready.
Today I want to teach you that you can use strategies you are learning in word study to help you �x up your
spelling. Speci�cally, you can think about the parts of words, listen to each syllable, and think, ‘Is this part
spelled with a short or long vowel sound?’ Then you can try a few di�erent spellings to see which sounds
and looks the best.
~Fixing Up Spelling

1. Think about the parts of the word.
2. Listen to each syllable.
3. Think, “Is this part spelled with a short or long vowel sound?”
4. Try a few di�erent spellings to see which sounds and looks the best.

*(Unit 1, pg. 159) Celebration!!
Skills (Students will be able to…)  including Grammar

● Generate story ideas using an “idea bank” i.e. heart or authority list and create a personal narrative.
● Draft stories by envisioning the event and making a movie in their mind to properly sequence events.
● Modify their writing by adding details using the strategies modeled by teacher and in mentor texts.
● Review the author’s strong leads and satisfying endings for ideas to revise their own stories.
● Determine that narratives include elements such as, dialogue, action, thought, temporal words to signal event order, and setting details.
● Utilize the strategies of one mentor author and try their craft in their own writing.
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● Incorporate dialogue into their writing using proper punctuation in their own stories.
● Locate and correct errors in capitalization, punctuation, grammar and spelling.
● Collaborate with a partner/teacher to share constructive feedback and revise based on discussion.
● Recount a well elaborated small moment; including details, thoughts, actions, feelings, and providing a sense of closure. Present their �nal drafts to an audience.

Writing Workshop Grade:  2nd
Unit 3:  How to Guide to Non�ction Writing (New Book 2016)
Unit Description: How to Guide to Non�ction Writing

This unit begins with students writing non-�ction chapter books and then builds in sophistication as students move through Bend II, lifting the level of their non�ction
chapter books. The unit ends with students taking all they’ve learned over the course of the �rst two bends and writing di�erent kinds of non�ction books, with transference
and independence as key goals. The �rst bend is short, giving your students an opportunity to remember all they know about writing non�ction chapter books and giving
them a chance to write, write write--practicing across di�erent books. Bend II teaches students to consider their audience, helping them write with purpose as they angle their
books toward the information a speci�c audience would need to know. The last bend hands the reins over to the students as they make choices about how to shape their
information and consider what kind of book to make.
NJ Student Learning Standards
Writing Standards:
W.2.2   Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use evidence-based facts and de�nitions to develop points, and provide a conclusion.
W.2.5  With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed through self-re�ection, revising and editing.
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).
W.2.8   Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
Reading Standards:
RI.2.1   Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI.2.2   Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of speci�c paragraphs within the text.
RI.2.3  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scienti�c ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
RI.2.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text e�ciently.
RI.2.6  Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
RI.2.7  Explain how speci�c illustrations and images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.
RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.
RI.2.10   Read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at grade level text complexity pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

A. Know spelling-sound correspondences for common vowel teams.
B. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.
C. Decode words with common pre�xes and su�xes.
D. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences.
E. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.

RF.2.4  Read with su�cient accuracy and �uency to support comprehension.
A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.
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B. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression.
C. Use context to con�rm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary

Speaking & Listening Standards:
SL.2.1   Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the �oor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
B. Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their explicit comments to the remarks of others.
C. Ask for clari�cation and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.

SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
SL.2.4   Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
SL.2.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clari�cation.
Language Standards:
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

A. Use collective nouns (e.g., group).
B. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish).
C. Use re�exive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
D. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).
E. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modi�ed.
F. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy).

L.2.2   Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
A. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.
B. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.
C. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.
D. Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil).
E. Consult print and digital resources, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.

L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
A. Compare formal and informal uses of English

L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of �gurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
A. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy).
B. Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny).

L.2.6   Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me
happy).
NJSLS from other subject(s)
Career Ready Practices
Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate e�ectively.
Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Standard 8 Computer Science
8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.
Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.
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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

Careers (Description of a career that relates to this unit)

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Use all they know to write many books
● Choose audience as well as providing them with purpose and helping them angle their

writing towards a person who will read their book
● Use information writing checklist
● Use mentor texts to help solve problems and answer their own questions

● What information does my audience want to know?

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
● Writers’ notebooks
● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student re�ections
● Conferences and small group

Summative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment

Benchmark Assessments:

● Nonsense Words
● Teachers College Running Records
● Letter Sound ID
● High Frequency Word Assessment

Alternative Assessments:

● F & P Running Records
● Scholastic Running Records
● BeBop Books for running records
● G & T Assessments:Sages-2 Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary:

Mathematics/Science Language Arts/Social Studies
● Reasoning
● Yopp-Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation
● Sentence-Writing Grade Placement Test

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
Bend I
2-Translating ‘Author Moves’ into more writing
3-Supporting Students to Move Forward as Non�ction Writers
Bend II
7-Varying Small-Group Methods and structure
8-Nonfiction writers aim to hook an audience interest...right from the start
9-Making Sure writers are on track
10-Supporting Writers as they move through the writing process
Bend III
14-Help students get o� to a strong start
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● Linguistics Phonemic Awareness Screener
● Linguistics Decoding Pre/Post Test
● Dyslexia Screener
● PRIM checklist
● LLI; Test Preparation Lesson Framework F&P levels

15-Focusing on the work at hand
16-Using Resources to spark new teaching

English Language Learners:

● Unit 2: Curriculum for ELL
● ESL K-2
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar
● How to Guide to Non�ction Writing Unit of Study Text by Lucy Calkins

Core Instructional Resources:

● Any appropriate grade 2  novel as a read-aloud model to set up the routines
● Gail Gibbons Books (Level G-M)
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● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar, Second Grade, How to Guide to Non�ction
Writing Unit

● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● The  Writing  Strategies Book by Jen Seravallo
● Writing Resources and Scope and Sequences
● Units of Study Online Resources

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Kits
● Rubric for Assessing a Retell on a Reading Level Assessment - Levels A-Z (Teachers

College)
● Primm Book
● Teachers College Units of Study - Phonics K-2
● Prompting Guide Part 1 - For Oral Reading and Early Writing
● Prompting Guide Part 2 - For Comprehension : Thinking, Talking, Writing
● Writing  Strategies Book - Jennifer Serravallo
● Flip Your Writing Workshop: A Blended Learning Approach by Dana Johansen and Sonja

Cherry-Paul
● How’s It Going? A Practical Guide to Conferring with Student Writers by Carl Anderson
● Notebook Know-How: Strategies for the Writer’s Notebook by Aimee Buckner
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Conferring Curriculum

● Seymour Simon Books (Level G-M)
● Extreme Sports-Sean Finnegan (Level G-M)
● How to be a Baby by me, the big sister- Sally Lloyd-Jones (Level G-M)
● Why do dogs bark?-Joan Holub (Level G-M)
● Growing Frogs-Vivien French (Level G-M)
● Teacher-selected books for book talks and modeling good reader behaviors

Supplemental Resources:

● Conferring Curriculum
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Read and Discover Series by Mary Lindeen (Level I)
● Zoom in on Biomes series bt Colin Grady (Level G)
● Keep Cities Clean Series by Brdiget Heos (Level J)
● Insect World by Mari Schuh (Level E)
● Everyday Mysteries Demi Jackson (Level H)
● Space Explorers by Giles Sparrow (Level G)

Intervention Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Texts
● Six Minute Solutions
● Fountas and Pinell Guided Reading
● Fountas and Pinell Shared Reading

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies, and

foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they re�ect
on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust; i.e.
power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words from

their word sorts.
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● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and then
ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting on
the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Connect With Rick Riordan
● Author Visit Kit
● Authors Who Skype

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Bend/Goals Teaching Points
BEND I: Writing lots of
non�ction writing in accessible
ways

Session 1: Launching the big work
on nonfiction writing in accessible
ways

Session 2: Learning from the experts

(Pg. 4--If, Then writing unit)Today I want to teach you that non�ction writers write about topics on which they have
expertise. Sometimes writers choose a brand-new topic, and spend a long time getting to be an expert on that topic. But
other times, non�ction writers choose a topic which they are already expert, in which case they get started right away.
~Write about topics you are an expert on
1.What topics do you know a lot about?
2.Name 5 things about the topic across your �ngers
3.Write!

(Pg. 12)Today I want to teach you that once a person has written non�ction books--that person’s reading of non�ction is
forever changed. Authors of non�ction books read books written by other authors and think, ‘Whoa! Look what he did in
his book! Look what she did! I should try that!
~Non�ction Writers
1.Read others non�ction book(s)
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Session 3:Nonfiction writers squeeze
their brains

Session 4:Writers set goals and
make plans

Session 5: A trip to the editor

Bend II: Writing for an
audience

Session 6: Nonfiction writers
consider what information their
audience wants to know

2.Try it in your book

(Pg. 22)Today I want to teach you that non�ction writers know their readers want all the information the author can give
them. That means non�ction writers go from writing to rereading what they’ve written, and when they reread, they
squeeze their brains to think up more information to add to their writing.
~Squeeze your brain
1.Reread what you wrote
2.Squeeze your brain for more information
3.Add to your writing

(Pg. 29)Whenever someone wants to get good at something, wants to improve, they practice. Today I want to teach you
that writers are no di�erent. They work hard to improve their writing by setting goals and then making plans to work
toward those goals.
~Writers set goals
1.Set a goal
2.Make a plan
3.Hold on to your goal and plan and write!

(Pg. 37) Today I want to remind you that when writers reread their writing, they not only check that their piece has great
content and is well organized, but they also reread as an editor.
~Writers reread their writing and edit
1.Check spelling
2.Check grammar
3.Check punctuation
4.Make it easy for your reader to understand

(Pg.46 ) Today I want to teach you that writers write di�erently when they are writing for an audience. Before they write a
chapter, they pause to think, ‘What information does my audience want to know?’
~Who is your audience?
1.Remember what you are writing about
2.Who are you writing for?
3.Think what your audience wants to learn about

(Pg. 55) Today I want to teach you that writers don’t only think, ‘What information will my audience need to know?’ They
also make sure to hold their readers’ interest by thinking, ‘How can I help my readers picture the information?’ Writers do
this by using description.
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Session 7: Helping readers picture
the information

Session 8: Nonfiction writers aim to
hook an audience interest...right
from the start!

Session 9: Writers do more than one
thing at once

Session 10: Clearing up confusion

Session 11: Setting goals to make
nonfiction books better

Session 12: Editing nonfiction
writing

~Help readers picture information
1.Think who is the audience
2.Help readers picture information
3.Add a description

(Pg. 64) Today I want to give you another tip for keeping your readers interested. If you want your readers attention right
away. Non�ction writers make sure to grab their audience’s interest, to hook their audience, right from the start.
~Hooking an audience
1.Hook readers right away
2.Ask a question
3.Introduce chapter topics with pop-out words

(Pg. 72) Today I want to teach you that writers make sure to keep their audience at the front of their minds the whole time
they are writing. To do this and teach interesting facts, they give themselves reminders that help them do two jobs at once.
~Writers use reminders to do 2 jobs at once
1.Teach interesting facts
2.Keep your audience in mind (write it on a post-it)

(Pg.82 ) Today I want to teach you that when non�ction writers write for an audience, they make sure to clear up any
confusion so that readers are not left with questions. Non�ction writers do that by rereading as if they were the audience
and �nding places where they have questions for themselves.
~Clean up confusion
1. Reread each page
2.Answer the reader’s questions:
3. Who, what, where, when, why, how?

(Pg.92 ) Today I want to teach you that checklists and other reminders for ways to write well can be way more powerful
than you think. Checklists and other reminders don’t just give a tip for one thing you can do, one day, in one part. Instead,
they remind you of work you can do over and over, page after page, day after day.
~Setting Goals
1.Reread your chapter
2.Read down the checklist
3.Find a goal to work on

(Pg.99 ) Today I want to remind  you that writers make sure their writing is easy to read. One way to do this is by using
your knowledge of words you know how to spell to help you �x up misspelled words or to spell brand-new words.
~Use the words you know to help you spell hard words
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Session 13: Fancying up nonfiction
books for an audience

Bend III: Writing non�ction
books of all kinds
Session 14: Writing nonfiction
books of all kinds

Session 15: Leaning on authors as
mentors

Session 16: Writers use reminders to
craft new books

1.Think of a word you already know how to spell that is like the hard word
2. Ask, how are they the same?
3.Use ways the 2 words are the same to help you decide how to spell the hard word

(Pg.107 ) Today I want to remind you that writers can look at published books to get ideas for their own books. Writers can
notice the ways published authors fancy up their books for readers and try some of those same moves in their books too.
~Fancy up books
1.Make a cover
2.Have a good title
3.Write back cover blurbs
4.Write reviews
5. About the author page
6.Colorful pictures

(Pg. 113) Today I want to teach you that just as artists can take clay and shape it into one thing and then another, so too,
writers can take information about a topic, and shape it into one kind of book, or another, or another.
~Non�ction writers can make
1.Non�ction chapter books
2.Stories that teach
3.How-to books
4.Question and answer books

(Pg. 120) Today I want to teach you that when writers want to write a kind of text they have never written before, they
don’t have to do that work alone. You can always �nd yourself a mentor. Just �nd books that are like those you want to
write, and let the authors of those books mentor you.
~Using mentor texts
1.Find a mentor text like yours
2.Read mentor text
3.Think, What can you try in your own book?
4.Add it to your book

(Pg.128 ) Today I want to teach you that learning to write well involves trying new things, but it also involves remembering
to do everything you learned earlier. Sometimes it helps to have ways to remind yourself of the things you already know to
do.
~To teach an audience (anchor chart)
1.Think of your plan how your book will go
2.Use your list of things to remember (anchor chart)
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Session 17: Partners lend a hand

Session 18: Planning for the final
celebration

Session 19: Holding a learning expo

(Pg.135 ) Today I want to teach you that writing partners can give each other feedback to help them set and meet goals.
One way you can do this is by using the checklist to guide you. You can look to see what your partner is doing well and
what he/she may need to practice.
~Partners give useful feedback
1.Gather tools:
-your writing
-checklist
-writing materials
2.Use the checklist:
-name a complement
-name something to practice
3.Practice the new goal together

(Pg. 143) Today I want to remind you that as writers get ready to publish, or celebrate their word, they lean on everything
they know to ready their books.
~Getting ready to publish
1.Make a to-do list
2. Get your book ready for others
3.Make the book the best it can be!

(Pg. 145) Today’s celebration--a learning expo--will showcase your second graders’ knowledge of expert topics and most
importantly their ability to write di�erent kinds of non�ction books.

Skills (Students will be able to…)  including Grammar
● Write lots of non�ction books quickly
● Write for a speci�c audience
● Write non�ction books of all kinds

Writing Workshop Grade:  2nd
Unit 4:  Writing About Reading (Book 3)
Unit Description: Writing About Reading
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During this unit of study, Writing about Reading, you will help your children learn to write about beloved books in ways that persuade others to love them as much as they
do. You’ll help your second-graders form opinions about the books they read, thinking deeply about characters within and across series. In part, then, this is a unit on writing
to think—and on doing this complicated grown-up work in ways that are be�tting seven-year-olds. Because this is new and ambitious work, the unit will brim with the
excitement and energy that comes from that. The goals of the unit are important ones. You’ll help your children learn to state clear opinions and to support these ideas with
evidence—work that is at the forefront of the list of expectations for writers as they move on to third grade and beyond.  Much of the work your second-graders do in this
genre will be similar to the work they did in �rst grade, now with increased sophistication.  In �rst grade, your students were expected to “write opinion pieces in which they
introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.” Now, in second grade, in
addition to introducing the topic they are writing about, your students must also “introduce the book they are writing about” (rather than only name it), “supply reasons
that support the opinion,” “use linking words (e.g. because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons,” and “provide a concluding statement or section.” These
shifts—introducing the book they are writing, supplying more than one supportive reason, linking parts together, and providing a longer, more formalized ending—are the
areas to which you will devote key attention.

Students will begin this unit writing letters—work that will be familiar to those who participated in the kindergarten opinion writing unit on persuasive letters. Across the
�rst bend of this unit, students will draft letters about the characters they’ve met in their books, formulating opinions and supporting their ideas, providing reasons, and
using details and examples from the text to support their claims.  Bend I will help students not only to develop opinions about their reading, but to get energy for writing.
They will learn to state opinions clearly, retell their stories so that their opinions make sense to readers, and revise their letters before sending them out into the world. In
Bend II, students will focus on raising the level of their letter writing.  In the �nal bend, students will shift gears, moving away from persuasive letters into more of an essay
format as they write to persuade others that their favorite books are worthy of awards. This work will build on the �rst two bends as students continue to write their opinions
about books and support those opinions with reasons and details from the text. However, now they will lift the level of this writing as they learn to incorporate quotations to
supply further text evidence, make comparisons between books and across collections of books, as well as add introductions and conclusions, all in the service of teaching and
persuading others.
NJ Student Learning Standards
Writing Standards:
W.2.1   Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion
and reasons, and provide a conclusion.
W.2.5   With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed through self-re�ection, revising and editing.
W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).
W.2.8   Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
W.3.1a   Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons.
W.3.1c   Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons.
W.3.1d   Provide a conclusion.
Reading Standards:
RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL.2.2   Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message/theme, lesson, or moral.
RL.2.3  Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges using key details.
RL.2.4   Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
RL.2.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action identifying how each successive part builds on earlier sections.
RL.2.7   Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
RL.2.10  Read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, at grade level text complexity or above with sca�olding as needed.
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RL.3.1  Ask and answer questions, and make relevant connections to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
RL.3.2   Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message/theme, lesson, or moral and explain how it is revealed through key details in the text.
RL.3.3   Describe the characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the plot.
RL.3.5   Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.
RL.3.9  Compare, contrast and re�ect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) the central message/theme, lesson, and/ or moral, settings, and plots of stories written by the
same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series).
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words
RF.2.4   Read with su�cient accuracy and �uency to support comprehension.
Speaking & Listening Standards:
SL.2.1   Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.2.2   Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
SL.2.4  Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
SL.2.5   Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
SL.2.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clari�cation.
Language Standards:
L.2.1   Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.2.1f  Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy).
L.2.2   Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing
L.2.2b  Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.
L.2.3   Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
L.2.6   Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me
happy).
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of �gurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
L.2.6   Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me
happy).
L.3.3a  Choose words and phrases for e�ect.
L.3.5a  Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).
NJSLS from other subject(s)
Career Ready Practices
Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate e�ectively.
Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Standard 8 Computer Science
8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.
Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.

Careers (Description of a career that relates to this unit)

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
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Students will understand that…
❏ We have opinions about our characters and people can agree or disagree with my opinion
❏ There are ways to convince my audience, one important way is by using text evidence to

support my opinion
❏ Writers write letters or make speeches to express their opinions to convince others to read

and care about their books too.

❏ How can I write lots of letters to other readers that tell my opinion about characters, and how I
get better at writing in ways that make people agree with my opinion?

❏ How can I strengthen my writing muscles so that I am better at giving evidence to support an
opinion?

❏ How can I tuck in better retelling, quote and discuss the details of the book, and say more?
❏ How can I do really important things with my opinion writing, like writing nominations for my

favorite books that convince others to care about those books too?

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
● Writers’ notebooks
● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student re�ections
● Conferences and small group

Summative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment

Benchmark Assessments:

● Nonsense Words
● Teachers College Running Records
● Letter Sound ID
● High Frequency Word Assessment

Alternative Assessments:

● F & P Running Records
● Scholastic Running Records
● BeBop Books for running records
● G & T Assessments:Sages-2 Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary:

Mathematics/Science Language Arts/Social Studies
● Reasoning
● Yopp-Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation
● Sentence-Writing Grade Placement Test
● Linguistics Phonemic Awareness Screener

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
Bend I
4-Continuing to teach from information gathered and further helping writers with retelling
5-Drawing on 3 teaching resources for strong writers
Bend II
7-Supporting Writers in paragraphing
8-Linking Details and Ideas
Bend III
13-How much is too much? Cutting our quotes down to size
14-Pushing Children to think deeply about books
15-Teaching past the ‘using but confusing’ stage
16-Motivating students to make revisions when they think that they’re all done

Revised August 2022
Board Adoption August 2018

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1in1oAnY3gaAuQQJ5cccnwQBXh4FT6PGpUN4f0-YZgOs/edit#bookmark=kix.e4kn0koz1h77
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1PBfLcrRL1Q0U0FKc6VCCSxUBdz6vk5mm?ogsrc=32
https://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/running-records
https://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/running-records
https://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/running-records
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VAGrlKcPXG0IszIFNvfYqvmiUAaR3xQV
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing


Park English Language Arts CurriculumFlorham

Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

● Linguistics Decoding Pre/Post Test
● Dyslexia Screener
● PRIM checklist
● LLI; Test Preparation Lesson Framework F&P levels

English Language Learners:

● Unit 2: Curriculum for ELL
● ESL K-2
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar
● Unit of Study Text Writing About Reading by Lucy Calkins
● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar, Second Grade, Writing About Reading Unit
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● The  Writing  Strategies Book by Jen Seravallo

Core Instructional Resources:

● Any appropriate grade 3  novel as a read-aloud model to set up the routines
● Mercy Watson to the Rescue by Kate DiCamillo (Level L)
● Pinky and Rex and the Bully by James Howe (Level L)
● Click, Clack, Moo by Doreen Cronin (Level K)
● Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague (Level L)
● Earrings by Judith Viorst (Level L)
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● Writing Resources and Scope and Sequences
● Units of Study Online Resources

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Kits
● Rubric for Assessing a Retell on a Reading Level Assessment - Levels A-Z (Teachers

College)
● Primm Book
● Teachers College Units of Study - Phonics K-2
● Prompting Guide Part 1 - For Oral Reading and Early Writing
● Prompting Guide Part 2 - For Comprehension : Thinking, Talking, Writing
● Writing  Strategies Book - Jennifer Serravallo
● Flip Your Writing Workshop: A Blended Learning Approach by Dana Johansen and Sonja

Cherry-Paul
● How’s It Going? A Practical Guide to Conferring with Student Writers by Carl Anderson
● Notebook Know-How: Strategies for the Writer’s Notebook by Aimee Buckner
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Conferring Curriculum

● I Wanna Iguana by Karen Orlo� (Level L)
● I Wanna New Room by Karen Orlo� (Level L)
● Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late by Mo Willems (Level L)
● I Love Chocolate! By D. Cali (Level L)
● Teacher-selected books for book talks and modeling good reader behaviors

Supplemental Resources:

● Conferring Curriculum
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love (Level I)
● Lola Reads Series by Naa McQuinn (Level I)
● Pedro Series by Fran manushkin (Level J)
● Subway Ride by Miller Heather (Level E)
● How Oliver Olson Changed the World by Claudia Mills (Level L)
● Iris and Walter: Lost and Found by Elissa Guest (Level J)
● Lucy Tries Basketball by Lisa Bowes (Level K)
● Mt. Putter and Tabby Series by Cynthia Rylant (Level J)
● Sky Color by Peter Reynolds (Level K)
● The Andy Shane Series by Jennifer Jacobson (Level J)
● The High Rise Private Series by Cynthia Rylant (Level K)
● Graphic Sparks Series by Scott Nickel (Level K)
● King and Kayla Series by Dori Butler (Level L)

Intervention Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Texts
● Six Minute Solutions
● Fountas and Pinell Guided Reading
● Fountas and Pinell Shared Reading

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies, and

foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
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● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they re�ect
on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust; i.e.
power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,
Elementary Connections Page)

● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:

● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words from
their word sorts.

● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and then
ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting on
the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Connect With Rick Riordan
● Author Visit Kit
● Authors Who Skype

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Bend/Goals Teaching Points
Bend I: Letter Writing: A
Glorious Tradition
Session 1: Writing Letters to Share
Ideas about Characters

*(Unit 3, pg. 5) Today I want to teach you that writers who love stories (which is most writers!) often write letters to each
other about favorite characters.  One thing writers often do in these letters is explain their opinions about these
characters.
~Writing Character Reviews

1. Introduce your reader to the book and character.
2. Write your opinion.
3. Explain yourself, by giving many examples.
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Session 2: Getting Energy for
Writing by Talking

Session 3: Writers Generate More
Letters: Developing New Opinions
by Looking at Pictures

Session 4: Writers Makes Their
Letters about Books Even Better by
Retelling Important Parts

Session 5: Keeping Audience in
Mind

*(Unit 3, pg. 12-13) Writers, today I want to teach you that writers often rehearse their writing with a partner by talking
through big ideas about their books.  To maximize their energy for writing, they talk about big ideas and often save the
smaller details for their writing.  That means as soon as they have some big ideas and are energized to write, they stop
talking and get right to writing!
~Writers Rehearse by Talking Through Big Ideas

1. The writer will talk about their favorite parts.
2. The partner will listen.
3. When the writer is getting really excited about their ideas, STOP them.
4. Say, “Wait it sounds like you’re ready to write your letter! Get your pencil quickly.”

*(Unit 3, pg. 21) Children, today I want to teach you that there are often parts of books that are told through the pictures.
Writers, therefore, are always looking closely at the pictures in their books. Looking closely at the pictures sometimes
allows you to see even more.  And this new information can help you to develop new opinions.
~Studying Pictures

1. Look at the pictures.
2. Think,  “How are the parts of the story told through the pictures?”
3. Turn your thinking into an opinion about the book.
4. Now you can write your letter.

~Anchor Chart: Uncovering Our Opinions About Books
Writers can study…

● Characters
● Favorite parts
● Pictures

*(Unit 3, pg. 28) Writers, today I want to teach you that writers who write about books often need to retell part of the story
to help their readers understand their opinion.  If you don’t do a little bit of retelling, your readers might be confused.
~Retell Important Events To Your Opinion

1. Think of a part that might be a teaser.
2. Retell the important parts of the story so the reader can understand what happened in the story.

*(Unit 3, pg. 38) Writers, today I want to teach you that you can write even stronger letters by picturing your audience and
then writing with that person in mind. One way to do this is to think about whether your audience is a new reader or
someone who has also read the book.  Then, you write as if you were talking to that person.
~Keep Your Audience In Mind

1. Think about who you are writing to.
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Session 6: Letter to Teachers: Using
a Checklist to Set Goals for
Ourselves as Writers

2. Think about whether or not this reader had read the book.
3. Picture yourself talking to this person.
4. Explain the parts you would really talk about if you were together.

~Anchor Chart: Think About Your Reader
● Include details the reader will enjoy.
● Retell interesting parts.
● Don’t give away the ending!!
● Get them interested.

*(Unit 3, pg. 45) Today I want to teach you that when writers are ready to share their writing, they give it one last read,
looking for ways to make it even better.  They use all they have learned ever to make their writing the best it can be.
~Making Your Writing The Best It Can Be!

1. Study the editing checklist.
2. Think of ways to make your writing easier for readers to read.
3. Reread each part of your writing.
4. Think, “Are there places that need to be edited?”
5. When you �nd something, �x it!

Bend II: Raising the Level of
Our Letter Writing
Session 7: Writing About More
Than One Part of a Book

*(Unit 3, pg. 50 ) Today, I want to teach you that when writers want to write more, one way they get started is by planning.
They take a minute to plan for what will go in each part of their letter, remembering all the di�erent parts of a book they
can write about.
~Planning a Longer Letter

1. Imagine a few parts it might have.
2. Put each of those parts on a new page. You can get ideas from the Anchor Chart “Uncovering Our Opinions About Books.”
3. Write your letter, pushing yourself to write a whole lot about each opinion.

~Review Anchor Chart Uncovering Opinions About Books
~Anchor Chart: Make it Stronger, Longer and More Convincing
(add #6 and #7 to your chart)

1. Introduce the book.
2. Write your opinion.
● “I think….”
3. Give reasons.
● BECAUSE
4. Give evidence from the book.
● For example….
5. Talk to your audience
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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

Session 8: Reading Closely to
Generate More Writing

Session 9: Gathering More
Evidence to Support Each of Our
Opinions

Session 10: Why is the Author
Using a Capital Here?

Session 11: Publishing Our
Opinions for All To Read

6. Add sections or pages to your letter.
7. Use juicy words.

*(Unit 3, pg. 58) Today, I want to teach you that when writing about reading, writers don’t just read quickly over the parts
they are writing about.  Instead, they are wide-awake readers, reading closely and paying attention of little details that
others might pass by.  Then, they use these details to grow new ideas and to write longer, more detailed letters.
~Wide Awake Readers…

1. Reread parts of your story, while pushing yourself to notice new details.
2. Ask, “What new ideas does this give me?”
3. Use those details to plan a new part of your letter.
4. Write more!

~Review Anchor Chart, “Uncovering Our Opinions about Books

*(Unit 3, pg. 66) Today, I want to teach you that after developing opinions about books, writers search for many pieces of
evidence to support each of their opinions.
~Backing Up Your Opinion..

1. Reread your book.
2. Look for evidence.
3. Add that evidence to your letter.

~Anchor Chart: Make it Stronger, Longer, and More Convincing!
Add: Back it up! Use the book to prove it.  For example…

*(Unit 3, pg. 76) Guided Inquiry: Today, let’s look for all the di�erent ways authors use capitals.  We’ll ask the question,
“Why is the author using a capital here?” Answering that question should give us new ideas as writers.
~We use Capitals in our Writing for…

● The beginning of a sentence.
● The �rst letter in a person’s name.
● The �rst letter in all the words in the title of a place or business.
● All the letters in a word to show that the word is loud or important.

*(Unit 3, pg. 86) Today, I want to teach you that writers often add fun little extras to draw in and entertain the reader.
They can study published books and ask themselves, “What did this author do to make this story more interesting and
fun?” And then they try the same things in their letters.
~Adding Extras to Entertain

1. Ask, “What did this author do to make this story more interesting and fun?
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2. Try the same thing in your letter.

~Anchor Chart: Extra! Extra! Read All About It! Extras Writers Can Add (pg. 88)
● Decorations that share a fun detail.
● Comics and speech bubbles.
● Pictures of all the books in the series.
● Words written in fancy fonts.
● Words and letters made out of pictures.
● Maps that go with the story.
● Pictures that go across pages.
● Big words that take up a lot of the page.
● Pictures of the covers of all the books in the series.
● Chapter titles that are jokes.

Bend III: Writing Nominations
and Awarding Favorite Books
Session 12: And the Nominees are…

Session 13: Prove It! Adding Quotes
to Support Opinions

Session 14: Good. Better. Best.

*(Unit 3, pg. 95) Today, I want to teach you that writers of nominations choose topics that they have strong opinions about.
They then ask themselves, “What do judges need to know about this nominee to understand why it deserves an award?”
They make their cases and support their opinion with reasons and details.
~Planning Nominations (Awards)

1. Look across your book selections to decide which of these books you feel deserves an award.
2. Ask, “What do judges need to know about this book to understand why it deserves an award?”
3. Plan your writing out loud and give the most important reasons and details to support your opinion.

*(Unit 3, pg. 104) Today, I want to remind you that opinion writers sometimes use speci�c evidence, exact words from the
book to support their thinking.  You can reread you texts to �nd a part that proves what you hope to show.  Then, you can
use quotation marks to add those exact words to your writing.
~Prove It! Adding Quotes to Support Opinions

1. Stop to think about what you want readers to know about the book.
2. Look for places where a quote could give an example straight from the book.
3. Add this quote to your writing using quotation marks.
● For example, in the book it says…
● On page _____, you can read….
● (The author) writes it like this..

*(Unit 3, pg. 111) Today, I want to teach you that nomination writers often make comparisons to support their opinions.
When you’re writing about books, you can compare characters, series, or kinds of books to explain why you think one is
better, or best.
~Comparing Books
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Session 15: Readers Giving
Signposts and Rest Stops

Session 16: Writing Introductions
and Conclusions to Captivate

Session 17: Using a Checklist to Set
Writerly Goals

Session 18: Letter to Teachers:
Keeping the Elaboration Going

1. Think about other books that are similar to the story that you want to nominate.
2. Think about what parts of the book you want to compare to explain how one is better, or the best.
3. Add your comparison to your writing.

~Review Anchor Chart: Uncovering Our Opinions About Books

*(Unit 3, pg. 120) Guided Inquiry: Today, I am not going to be the one teaching you.  I am going to be learning right beside
you!  Together, we will look over some writing, noticing punctuation all over.  As we’re reading and noticing, we’ll be
investigating. We’ll be detectives, just like Nate the Great! We’ll be punctuation detectives, looking to answer the question
“What kinds of jobs are rest stop punctuation doing?
~Punctuation Detectives

What Does it Look Like? What Should We Call It? When Can We Use It?

*(Unit 3, pg. 130) Guided Inquiry: Writers, once again today I am not teaching you something, because instead, we’ll
discover the answer together.  After all, you’ve already been working to become your own teachers.  So, let’s think about
this big question: “What do nomination writers do to introduce and conclude their piece in captivating ways?” Then, we’ll
be able to ask, “How can we do this in our nominations, too?”
~Use a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast what introductions and conclusions can have (pg. 133)

*(Unit 3, pg.140)Today, I want to teach you that writers use tools to help them evaluate their writing, �gure out what they
are doing well, and then make a plan for what they want to do better.  You can use the Opinion Writing Checklist to
re�ect on your nominations.
~Re�ecting on Your Nominations

1. Use your editing checklist to judge your writing
2. Make a To-Do list to �x-up your writing.
3. Fix-up your writing using your list.

*(Unit 3, pg. 148) Today, I want to teach you that writers work hard toward their goals, and when they meet those goals,
they reexamine their writing and set brand-new goals.  It is a continual process: work toward goals, try new strategies,
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Session 19: Letter to Teachers:
Awarding Our Favorites: A Book
Fair Celebration

meet goals, set new ones!  Let us not forget to call upon our partners, your checklists and charts, and make your own plan
for your writing!!
~Be the Best Writer You Can Be...

1. After you met your goals.
2. Study your writing with a checklist and set new goals.
3. Work towards those goals and try new strategies.
4. Meet those goals.
5. Repeat

*(Unit 3, pg. 151) Writing Celebration: Perhaps is a celebration that gives children a forum to recommend their most-loved
books, sharing their published nominations aloud with visitors and convincing others to sign up to be the next to read
this award winner! How exciting to have their celebration in the school library or gym, or perhaps even alongside peers
from other second-grade classrooms to heighten the celebratory feel!!

Skills (Students will be able to…)  including Grammar
● Discover that letters can be used to thank, inform, instruct, and persuade others.
● Collaborate in a conversation and debate on a simple topic, such as a favorite pet, to engage children in the art of persuasion.
● Demonstrate how to listen and respond appropriately to other opinions.
● Conclude that a greeting to a letter is the same as the introduction of an essay, the closing of a letter is similar to a conclusion of an essay, and the body of a letter is

similar to the supporting paragraph of an essay.
● Articulate through writing their opinion about a favorite book and give reasons they feel strongly about that opinion.
● Select a favorite story element from a book and develop an opinion which can be used to persuade others.
● Include important parts throughout the entire book to include text evidence about the character or the story.
● Utilize the OREO -Opinion, Reason, Explain/Evidence, Opinion restated- mnemonic device to write an organized essay.
● Develop their writing to include linking/transitional words such as, because, and, also, one reason, another reason, for example.
● Utilize text evidence to support their opinion.
● Locate and correct errors in capitalization, punctuation, grammar and spelling.
● Collaborate with a partner/teacher to share constructive feedback
● Present their �nal drafts to an audience.

Writing Workshop Grade:  2nd
Unit 5: Writing Gripping Fictional Stories (If...Then…)

Unit Description: Writing Gripping Fictional Stories
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In this unit, second grade writers get to build upon the skills they developed for writing narratives. Instead of having to write about small moments that happened in their
lives, children are able to invent their own �ctional characters and tell realistic �ction stories about them. Just like in previous units, children will be asked to look at various
mentor texts in order to see how mentor authors have created �ctional characters and the stories that involve those characters. This unit puts a priority on story structure.
Throughout the unit, students are taught that good stories contain tension that continues to build from scene to scene. They will learn that characters will encounter
obstacles on the road towards getting what they want. By teaching the students how to add tension to their stories, it can help them create “edge of your seat stories”.
Students will also strive during this unit to make sure that they show using details instead of just telling their readers what to expect. One of the biggest goals of this unit is
to increase writing volume in addition to raising the quality of the writing that your second graders produce.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Writing Standards:
W.2.1   Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect
opinion and reasons, and provide a conclusion.
W.2.5   With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed through self-re�ection, revising and editing.
W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).
W.2.8   Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
W.3.1a   Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons.
W.3.1c   Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons.
W.3.1d   Provide a conclusion.

Reading Standards:
RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL.2.2   Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message/theme, lesson, or moral.
RL.2.3  Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges using key details.
RL.2.4   Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
RL.2.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action identifying how each successive part builds on earlier sections.
RL.2.7   Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
RL.2.10  Read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, at grade level text complexity or above with sca�olding as needed.
RL.3.1  Ask and answer questions, and make relevant connections to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
RL.3.2   Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message/theme, lesson, or moral and explain how it is revealed through key details in the text.
RL.3.3   Describe the characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the plot.
RL.3.5   Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.
RL.3.9  Compare, contrast and re�ect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) the central message/theme, lesson, and/ or moral, settings, and plots of stories written by
the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series).
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words
RF.2.4   Read with su�cient accuracy and �uency to support comprehension.

Speaking & Listening Standards:
SL.2.1   Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.2.2   Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
SL.2.4  Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
SL.2.5   Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
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SL.2.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clari�cation.
NJSLS from other subject(s)
Career Ready Practices
Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate e�ectively.
Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Standard 8 Computer Science
8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.
Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.

Careers (Description of a career that relates to this unit)

Enduring Understandings/Goals Essential Questions
Students will understand that…
❏ Fictional narratives stories can be written about many di�erent places and events.
❏ Good �ctional writing is told bit-by-bit in order to increase tension.
❏ In order to bring characters to life readers need to make sure they show not tell.
❏ Using checklists can help them see what they still need to work on in their writing.
❏ Writers make sure that their readers learn life lessons at the end of their stories.

❏ How can I use what I know about writing powerful personal narratives to improve my
�ction writing?

❏ How can I use what I know about writing with details and suspense to write lots of
interesting �ctional stories?

❏ How can I revise my �ctional stories? How can I make big changes to my story, especially
stretching out the important parts?

❏ What new goals can I set for my writing and my revision so I write the best possible �ctional
stories.

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
● Writers’ notebooks
● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student re�ections
● Conferences and small group

Summative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
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Benchmark Assessments:

● Nonsense Words
● Teachers College Running Records
● Letter Sound ID
● High Frequency Word Assessment

Alternative Assessments:

● F & P Running Records
● Scholastic Running Records
● BeBop Books for running records
● G & T Assessments:Sages-2 Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary:

Mathematics/Science Language Arts/Social Studies
● Reasoning
● Yopp-Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation
● Sentence-Writing Grade Placement Test
● Linguistics Phonemic Awareness Screener
● Linguistics Decoding Pre/Post Test
● Dyslexia Screener
● PRIM checklist
● LLI; Test Preparation Lesson Framework F&P levels

● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
Bend I: Generating and Writing Several Small Moment Stories
3- Generating Ideas from Real Life
4- Generating Ideas from a Setting
5- Introducing Characters and Setting on the First Page
6- Adding Tension within the Story
Bend II: Revise with Intention: Pull Readers to the Edge of Their Seats
9- Writers Lean on Their Favorite Authors
10- Paying Attention to Both the Inside and Outside of Characters
11- Building Tension
12- Adding More Hurdles for Your Character
Bend III: Repeat the Process and Accumulate Lessons Along the Way
15- Revising to Show not Tell
16- Writing Satisfying Endings
17- Using Dialogue to Help the Story Unfold
18- Adding a Theme to Your Ending

English Language Learners:

● Unit 3: Curriculum for ELL
● ESL K-2
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream
Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar
● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar, Second Grade, Writing Gripping Fictional Stories

Unit
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● The  Writing  Strategies Book by Jen Seravallo
● Writing Resources and Scope and Sequences
● Units of Study Online Resources

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Kits
● Rubric for Assessing a Retell on a Reading Level Assessment - Levels A-Z (Teachers

College)
● Primm Book
● Teachers College Units of Study - Phonics K-2
● Prompting Guide Part 1 - For Oral Reading and Early Writing
● Prompting Guide Part 2 - For Comprehension : Thinking, Talking, Writing
● Writing  Strategies Book - Jennifer Serravallo
● Flip Your Writing Workshop: A Blended Learning Approach by Dana Johansen and Sonja

Cherry-Paul
● How’s It Going? A Practical Guide to Conferring with Student Writers by Carl Anderson
● Notebook Know-How: Strategies for the Writer’s Notebook by Aimee Buckner
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus

Core Instructional Resources:

● Any appropriate grade 2  novel as a read-aloud model to set up the routines
● Shortcut by Donald Crews (Level J)
● Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto (Level M)
● Koala Lou by Mem Fox (Level K)
● The Ghost-Eye Tree by Bill Martin (Level K)
● Pinky and Rex by James Howe (Level K)
● Junie B. Jones by Barbara Park (Level M)
● Horrible Harry by Suzy Kline (Level L)
● Teacher-selected books for book talks and modeling good reader behaviors

Supplemental Resources:

● Conferring Curriculum
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Lola Reads Series by Naa McQuinn (Level I)
● Pedro Series by Fran manushkin (Level J)
● Subway Ride by Miller Heather (Level E)
● How Oliver Olson Changed the World by Claudia Mills (Level L)
● Iris and Walter: Lost and Found by Elissa Guest (Level J)
● Lucy Tries Basketball by Lisa Bowes (Level K)
● Mt. Putter and Tabby Series by Cynthia Rylant (Level J)
● Sky Color by Peter Reynolds (Level K)
● The Andy Shane Series by Jennifer Jacobson (Level J)
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● Conferring Curriculum ● The High Rise Private Series by Cynthia Rylant (Level K)
● Graphic Sparks Series by Scott Nickel (Level K)
● King and Kayla Series by Dori Butler (Level L)

Intervention Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Texts
● Six Minute Solutions
● Fountas and Pinell Guided Reading
● Fountas and Pinell Shared Reading

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies, and

foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they re�ect
on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust; i.e.
power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words

from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and
then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting
on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Connect With Rick Riordan

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
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● Author Visit Kit
● Authors Who Skype

● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Bend Teaching Points
Bend I: Generating and
Writing Several Small
Moment Stories
Session 1: Starting a Realistic
Fiction Story

Session 2: Generating Ideas by
Thinking of a Character’s
Problem

Session 3: Generating Ideas
from Real Life

* Today I want to teach you that when you write realistic �ction, you imagine a pretend character. Then you pretend things
about that character-where the character is, what the character does, and especially the trouble he or she gets in.

1. Think of a pretend character. (You can think of a person you know to help!)
a. Give the character a name.
b. Imagine a place.
c. Imagine the trouble your character gets into. (You can think of trouble you get into to help!)

2. Plan
a. Touch and tell, sketch across the pages

3. Write!

*Today I want to teach you that one way realistic �ction writers think of an idea is by thinking about our own emotions or
problems.

1. Think of times when we felt very happy or sad!
2. Think back to what happened that made us feel that way!
3. Add those feelings or that trouble to your story!
4. Plan

a. Touch and tell, sketch across the pages
5. Write!

* Today I want to teach you that sometimes writers get ideas for their stories from their own lives. One way you can do this is
to think of something that happened to you-- maybe a problem you had-- or a time you had a strong feeling-- and then make it
even more scary, funny, or strange than it was in real life.
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Session 4: Generating Ideas
from a Setting

Session 5: Introducing
Characters and Setting on the
First Page

Session 6: Adding Tension
within the Story

Session 7: Sharing Your Story
With a Partner

1. Remembering a time we had a strong feeling or problem.
2. Tell the story & exaggerate the problem! (Change the setting, the feeling or the consequence for your character!)
3. Plan

a. Touch and tell, sketch across the pages
4. Write!

* Today I want to teach you that one way we can generate ideas for realistic �ction is by thinking about places we know.

1. Think about a place we know
2. Imagine our character there
3. Think of a problem that could take place and what could happen
4. Plan

a. Touch and tell, sketch across the pages
5. Write!

* Today I want to teach you that writers hook their readers by introducing the character & the setting on the �rst page!

1. Brainstorm an idea
2. Think who is in this story?
3. Think where does this story take place!
4. Add it to my pictures on the �rst page.
5. Add it to my words on the �rst page!

* Today I want to teach you that one way to improve a story is not just to add additional pages at the end but the add more
tension inside the story.
~How to Add Tension

1. Find a spot with action
2. Picture in your mind exactly what the character did
3. Describe those actions in your writing

* Today I want to teach you that one way to check if your realistic �ction story is having the e�ect you wanted is to read it to a
partner. As you read it to your partner, you can check in and make sure that it is having the desired e�ect.
~How to Share Your Story

1. Read you the beginning of your story to your partner
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2. Ask your partner;
a. “What are you picturing?” or
b. “Does this part make sense?”

3. Listen to your partner's feedback
4. Use the feedback to edit your story

Bend II: Revise with
Intention: Pull Readers to
the Edge of Their Seats
Session 8: Storytelling with
Detail Instead of
Summarizing

Session 9: Writers Lean on
Their Favorite Authors

Session 10: Paying Attention to
Both the Inside and Outside of
Characters

Session 11: Building Tension

* Today I want to teach you that one important thing that writers do is make sure that they are telling their story using details
instead of just summarizing what happened. Writers start by thinking about what their story is about and then envision not
only what will happen in each scene but how it will happen.
~How Tell Your Story With Details

1. Think of what your story is about
2. Envision what will happen in each scene
3. Envision how things will happen
4. Begin writing including those details

* Today I want to remind you that writers often turn to their favorite authors in order to notice things that they do, that make
their books the ones we love. As you read a book over, stop if you �nd a place you love, look closely at what the writer did to
make that part so great, and then try that same move in your writing.
~How to Use Mentor Authors

1. Think of an author and book you enjoy
2. When you �nd a place you love, STOP
3. Think about what made this part so great
4. Try that same move in your writing.

* Today I want to teach you that one of the secrets to good �ction writing is to make sure that you pay attention to what’s
happening both outside of the character, and inside.
~Paying Attention to the Inside and Outside of Your Character

1. Look over your writing
2. Make sure you have details about how the character is acting on the outside
3. Think about how the character might be feeling on the inside
4. Add those feelings to your writing

Revised August 2022
Board Adoption August 2018

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1in1oAnY3gaAuQQJ5cccnwQBXh4FT6PGpUN4f0-YZgOs/edit#bookmark=kix.e4kn0koz1h77


Park English Language Arts CurriculumFlorham

Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

Session 12: Adding More
Hurdles for Your Character

Session 13: Taking Stock:
Writers Use Checklists to Set
Goals

* You know how when you read you often think, “I bet such-and-such will happen next!”? Today I want to teach you that you
want the readers of your stories to think that, too, but they need your help. They need you to drop a hint here or there. You
can do this by sharing what a character thinks of feels early on in the story, to set the stage for what will happen next.
~Building Tension

1. Think about what happens in the end
2. Think about what clues to give readers a hint as to what will happen
3. Add a thought or emotional reaction for the character early on in the story

* Today I want to teach you that as your story continues, one way you can make it more interesting is my adding more hurdles
for the character. When you do this, you leave your reader thinking, “What is going to happen next?!”.
~Adding More Hurdles

1. Find a hurdle your character has to face
2. Add in another hurdle, building o� the previous one
3. Ask yourself if this makes you think, “Oh no! How are they going to get out of this?”

* Today, I want to teach you that just as dancers and athletes work hard, practice, and then get stronger, writers can do that,
too. Sometimes, this work takes �ve minutes, sometimes a day, and sometimes even a whole month! Writers work hard to get
better.  Writers set goals and make plans to work toward these goals.

~Writers Set Goals
1. Using the checklist, use only one part at a time to check your writing.
2. Check page after page to make sure that you did the item AGAIN and AGAIN in your writing.
3. Check: NOT YET, STARTING TO, or YES
4. Repeat.
5. Set goals, by looking at your checklist.
6. Plan your writing time.
7. Fix up your writing.

Bend III: Repeat the
Process and Accumulate
Lessons Along the Way
Session 14: Setting Goals for a
New Writing Piece

* (Unit 1, pg. 69)Today I want to teach you that whenever you are ready to begin a new piece of writing, or to revise something
you have already written, it helps to ask yourself, “What did I do in my last story that made it so good I want to do it again?
What else might I try?”
~Setting Goals for Writing

1. Look back at your previous writing.
2. Think, “What did I do well that I want to do again?”
3. Think, “What else do I want to try?” and set a goal
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Session 15: Revising to Show
Not Tell

Session 16: Writing Satisfying
Endings

Session 17: Using Dialogue to
Help the Story Unfold

Session 18: Adding a Theme to
Your Ending

Session 19:Using Mentor Texts
to Teach the Lesson

* Today I want to teach you that one reason to revise is to elaborate. Writers look for places in their writing where they just
told what was going to happen and think about how they can stretch that part out to tell it bit by bit.
~Show Don’t Tell

1. Reread and �nd a place where you summarized.
2. Go back to that moment and make a movie in your mind of the moment.
3. Tell your story bit by bit to build tension
4. Add action, dialogue, and feelings into your sketch & writing

* Today I want to teach you that readers love when a story ends with a satisfying result. One way that writers can create this
kind of ending is to tell how the problem was solved and tell how the story ended.
~How to Write Satisfying Endings

1. Reread your writing
2. Tell what happened to your character at the end of the story
3. Tell how your character gets out of trouble

* Today I want to teach you that one way to make your story to come to life is to add realistic dialogue. Writers of �ction often
think about how characters speak in order to show o� their personality.
~Improving Dialogue

1. Reread your writing, focusing in on dialogue
2. Say to yourself, “Is there something else this character could say that would show their personality?”
3. Think of someone in real life that is similar to that character
4. Use what that person may say and how to improve the dialogue

* Today I want to teach you that writers make sure their characters learn life lessons. Writers ask themselves, “What does my
story teach other people?” Then writers make sure their writing ends in a way that teaches their readers this lesson.
~Adding a Lesson

1. Think, “What does my story teach other people?”
2. Think how your characters can learn the lesson.
3. Add the way your characters learn the lesson to your ending.

* Today I want to teach you that another way that writers can add the lesson to their writing is to study mentor authors.
Writers can look back at what these authors did at the beginning and end of the story to clue the reader into the big idea. Then
the writer can try this in their writing.
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Session 20: Polishing Up Your
Writing for Publishing

~Learning from Mentor Authors
1. Find a mentor text that teaches a similar lesson
2. Look at what the writer did at the beginning and end to clue the reader into the big idea
3. Try similar moves in your writing

* Today I want to teach you that when you celebrate your writing you should pick the story that is the most signi�cant and
then polish it up!
~Polishing Up Writing

1. Check for Capitals
2. Make sure the story is told in a 3rd Person Voice
3. Add missing words and punctuation

Skills (Students will be able to…)
● Generate story ideas using a �ctional character, a real life event, or a place
● Draft stories by envisioning the event and making a movie in their mind to properly sequence events.
● Modify their writing by adding details using the strategies modeled by teacher and in mentor texts.
● Create strong leads and satisfying endings through revision.
● Determine that narratives include elements such as, dialogue, action, thought, temporal words to signal event order, and setting details.
● Utilize the strategies of one mentor author and try their craft in their own writing.
● Stretch out the action in their stories in order to bring tension to the writing.
● Use a checklist in order to determine what they need to work on in their writing.
● Add a lesson to their writer that teaches the reader something.
● Incorporate dialogue into their writing using proper punctuation in their own stories.
● Locate and correct errors in capitalization, punctuation, grammar and spelling.
● Collaborate with a partner/teacher to share constructive feedback and revise based on discussion.
● Recount a well elaborated small moment; including details, thoughts, actions, feelings, and providing a sense of closure.
● Present their �nal drafts to an audience.

Writing Workshop Grade:  2nd
Unit 6:  Poetry ~ Big Thoughts in Small Packages (Book 4)
Unit Description: Poetry ~ Big Thoughts in Small Packages
This poetry unit is divided into three bends, each one helping children deepen their understanding of poetry. First, students will learn that poets are sparked by objects and
feelings that they translate to music on a page. This early part of the unit, with its special attention to sound, will develop students’ readers’ ears as they experiment with line
breaks, as they come to understand that a poem is di�erent than a story. A poem looks di�erent from prose, and like breaks help a reader know when to pause. The unit
progresses in Bend II, children will recognize that in a poem, choice and placement of words matter more than ever. They will admire and experiment with metaphor,
deepening their ability to see like poets. You will not focus on teaching rhyme or forms such as haiku or diamante, but rather on meaning and crafting through repetition,
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metaphor, white space, and language. As you round Bend III, children will explore various natural structures of poems: story poems, poems with back-and-forth structure,
list poems.
NJ Student Learning Standards
Writing Standards:
W.2.3  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense
of closure.
W.2.5  With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed through self-re�ection, revising and editing.
W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
W.2.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
W.3.3b  Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations.
W.3.4   With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-speci�c expectations for writing types are de�ned in standards
1–3 above.)
W.3.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, re�ection, metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-speci�c
tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Reading Standards:
RL.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL.2.4  Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
RL.2.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action identifying how each successive part builds on earlier sections.
RL.2.6  Acknowledge di�erences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a di�erent voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.
RL.2.10   Read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, at grade level text complexity or above with sca�olding as needed.
RL.3.5  Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4   Read with su�cient accuracy and �uency to support comprehension.
Speaking & Listening Standards:
SL.2.1   Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.2.2   Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
SL.2.4   Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
Language Standards:
L.2.1   Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.2.2   Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.2.3   Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
L.2.5   Demonstrate understanding of �gurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
L.2.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me
happy)
L.3.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
L.3.3a  Choose words and phrases for e�ect.
NJSLS from other subject(s)
Career Ready Practices
Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate e�ectively.
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Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Standard 8 Computer Science
8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.
Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.

Careers (Description of a career that relates to this unit)

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
❏ Poets see the world with their hearts and minds.
❏ Poets write on topics in fresh and unique ways.

❏ How do you express your feelings?
❏ How do poets manipulate language to share a mood or a feeling?

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
● Writers’ notebooks
● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student re�ections
● Conferences and small group

Summative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment

Benchmark Assessments:

● Nonsense Words
● Teachers College Running Records
● Letter Sound ID
● High Frequency Word Assessment

Alternative Assessments:

● F & P Running Records
● Scholastic Running Records
● BeBop Books for running records
● G & T Assessments:Sages-2 Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary:

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
Bend I
3-Balancing responsive teaching with things you know you want to teach
4-Finding and revising treasures in discarded drafts
5-Di�erentiating your editing support through small-group work
Bend II
7-Small groups support students experimentation with repetition
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Mathematics/Science Language Arts/Social Studies
● Reasoning
● Yopp-Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation
● Sentence-Writing Grade Placement Test
● Linguistics Phonemic Awareness Screener
● Linguistics Decoding Pre/Post Test
● Dyslexia Screener
● PRIM checklist
● LLI; Test Preparation Lesson Framework F&P levels

8-Capturing mood in a poem is complicated
9-Using small groups to support students with comparative language and spelling
10-Sustaining an idea, a mood, or an image across a whole poem
Bend III
12-Using Small groups to teach a variety of structures
13-A reminder about responsive conferring
14-Stanza, Hybrid structures, and other new frontier
15-Supporting end-of-unit revision

English Language Learners:

● Unit 3: Curriculum for ELL
● ESL K-2
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources
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Grade 2 Scope and Sequence

Core Professional Resources:

● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar
● Poetry: Big Thoughts in Small Packages Unit of Study Text by Lucy Calkins
● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar, Second Grade, Poetry: Big Thoughts in Small

Packages Unit
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● The  Writing  Strategies Book by Jen Seravallo
● Writing Resources and Scope and Sequences
● Units of Study Online Resources

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Kits
● Rubric for Assessing a Retell on a Reading Level Assessment - Levels A-Z (Teachers

College)
● Primm Book
● Teachers College Units of Study - Phonics K-2
● Prompting Guide Part 1 - For Oral Reading and Early Writing
● Prompting Guide Part 2 - For Comprehension : Thinking, Talking, Writing
● Writing  Strategies Book - Jennifer Serravallo
● Flip Your Writing Workshop: A Blended Learning Approach by Dana Johansen and Sonja

Cherry-Paul
● How’s It Going? A Practical Guide to Conferring with Student Writers by Carl Anderson
● Notebook Know-How: Strategies for the Writer’s Notebook by Aimee Buckner
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Conferring Curriculum

Core Instructional Resources:

● Any appropriate grade 2  novel as a read-aloud model to set up the routines
● Bookjoy, Wordjoy by Pat Mora (Level N/A)
● Old Elm Speaks by: Kristine O’Connell Geor (Level J-L)
● Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein (Level J-L)
●  Something Big Has Been Here, Poems; Jack Prelutsky  (Level J-L)
● Poems Children Will Sit Still For, a Selection for the Primary Grades; Beatrice Schenk de

Regniers, Eva Moore, Mary  Michaels White (Level J-L)
● A Light in the Attic; Shel Silverstein (Level J-L)
● Chicken Soup With Rice by Maurice Sendak (Level M)
● Festival Poems by Brian Moses (Level L)
● In the Swim by Doughlas Florian (Level K)
● Insectlopedia by Doughls Florian (Level M)
● Mr. Toad and Other Poems by Tig Thomas (Level L)
● Poems About Animals by Joanne Randolph (Level M)

Possible Mentor Songs
● Songs to put you to sleep: "Hush-a-Bye Baby," "Hush, Little Baby," "Day Is Done"
● Songs to show a strong feeling:"I Can See Clearly Now," "What's Goin' On," "Celebrate Good

Times," "Oh, what a Beautiful Morning"
● Songs to teach a dance:"Do the Hokey Poke,"
● Songs that teach about something: "Wheels on the Bus," "This Land Is Your Land" 
● Songs that tell a story: "The Bear Went Over the Mountain," "Itsy Bitsy Spider," "Mary Had a

Little Lamb"
● Teacher-selected books for book talks and modeling good reader behaviors

Supplemental Resources:

● Conferring Curriculum
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● The Bug in Teacher’s Coffee and Other School Poems by Kalli Dakos (Level J)
● Cat Goes Fiddle-I-Fee by Paul Galdone (Level F)
● Cinderella Dressed in Yellow by Rozanne Williams (Level E)
● Days Like This: A Collection of Small Poems by Simon James (Level J)
● Lemonade Sun and Other Poems by Jan Gilchrist (Level I)
● More Spaghetti, I Say! By Rita Gelman (Level G)
● Red is a Dragon by Roseanne Thong (Level J)
● Rufus and Friends: Rhyme Time by Iz Trapani (Level I)
● Sheep in A Jungle by Nancy Shawn (Level G)

Intervention Resources:
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● Leveled Literacy Intervention Texts
● Six Minute Solutions
● Fountas and Pinell Guided Reading
● Fountas and Pinell Shared Reading

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies, and

foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they re�ect
on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust; i.e.
power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words from

their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and then
ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting on
the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Connect With Rick Riordan
● Author Visit Kit
● Authors Who Skype

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
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● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Bend/Goals Teaching Points
Bend I: Seeing With Poets’ Eyes
Session 1: Seeing With Poets’ Eyes

Session 2: Listening For Line Breaks

Session 3: Putting Powerful
Thoughts in Tiny Packages

Session 4: Poets Find Poems in the
Strong Feelings and Concrete
Details of Life

*(Unit 4, pg. 5) Today I want to teach you that poet’s see with poets’ eyes. Poets look at things with their hearts and minds.
They sometimes look at things from di�erent angles or think about what things resemble. This helps poets write about
the world in di�erent, unusual ways.
~Seeing With Poets Eyes

1. Look at object in the world closely and carefully.
2. Look with your heart and mind.
3. Now you are seeing like a poet!

*(Unit 4, pg. 15) Today I want to teach you that one way to give your poems music is to pay attention to where you put
words and where you don’t put words. Poets try a few di�erent ways of breaking up their lines, reading the poem aloud
after each try, until the poem is written in a way that sounds just right.
~Finding the Music in Poems

1. Read the poem with the line breaks.
2. Find the rhythm of the poem.

~Anchor Chart: Reading Poetry Like a Poet
● As I read this writing, can I make a picture in my mind?
● Does this writing help me look at something in the world in new ways?
● Does this writing give me a certain feeling or make me think or question?
● Does this poem have music?

*(Unit 4, pg. 23) Today I want to teach you that poets think about a big idea, a big feeling, and then �nd the small moment,
image, or object that holds that big feeling, that big idea.
~Strategies Poets Use to Write Poems

1. Poets �nd a big topic that gives them a big feeling.
2. Poets �nd a small moment, detail, or object that holds a big feeling.
3. Poets look with poets’ eyes and see this ordinary thing in a new way.
4. Poets write about it, experimenting with line breaks.

*(Unit 4, pg. 33) Today I want to teach you that before starting a new poem, poets often review their jotted down poem
ideas, asking themselves, ‘Does this idea contain both strong feelings and concrete details?’ and they start new poems based
on ideas that contain both of those elements.
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Session 5: Editing Poetry

~Starting New Poems…
1. Review your jottings from your Tiny Topics Notepad.
2. Think….
● “Does this idea have both strong feeling?”
● “Does this idea have concrete details?”
3. If your topic has both of these elements, you are ready to start a new poem using that topic.

~Review Anchor Chart: Strategies Poets Use to Write Poems

*(Unit 4, pg. 41) Today I want to teach you that when writers are trying to spell words so people can read their writing,
they look at each word they’ve written and ask, “Does that look right? Look wrong?” When you �nd a word that doesn’t
look right, it can help to spell that word a few di�erent ways, looking to see if one looks right.
~Editing Spelling…

1. Ask yourself, “Does the word look right or wrong?”
2. If it does not look right, try...
● Spelling the word a few di�erent ways to see if one looks right.

Bend II: Delving Deeper:
Experimenting with Language
and Sound to Create Meaning
Session 6: Searching for Honest,
Precise Words: Language Matters

Session 7: Patterning Through
Repetition

*(Unit 4, pg. 52) Today I want to teach you that poets think carefully about the words they choose. They search for the
exact, honest words, words that match what they are trying to say. Poets reread their poetry and ask themselves, ‘Are these
words creating the image that I want?’ If not, poets revise.
~Revising Word Choice

1. Reread your poem.
2. Ask yourself if your words exactly match your image.
3. If your words do not match, circle them.
4. Close your eyes to see the image in your head.
5. Think of other possible words.
6. Choose the best word you came up with.

~Review Anchor Chart: Poetry Decisions that Strengthen Meaning

*(Unit 4, pg. 61) Today I want to teach you that poets repeat things- words, sounds, and lines- to give their poems music and
to make the meaning of their poems more clear.

Make Meaning with Images Make Meaning With Music
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Session 8: Poems are Moody

Session 9: Using Comparisons to
Clarify Feelings and Ideas

● Use honest, precise words.
● Shown, not tell.

● Pay attention to line breaks.
● Use patterns and repetition of sounds, words, and

lines.

~Anchor Chart: Poetry Decisions that Strengthen Meaning (pg. 64)

*(Unit 4, pg. 70) Today I want to teach you that poets consider the mood they want their poems to convey. They write,
thinking about the mood, and they read their poems and ask, ‘Does the mood match the meaning?’

Make Meaning with Images Make Meaning With Music

● Use honest, precise words.
● Shown, not tell.

● Pay attention to line breaks.
● Use patterns and repetition of sounds, words, and

lines.

Put It all Together
● Decide on the mood and bring it out.

~Conveying Mood In Poetry
1. Think about the mood.
2. Read the poem and ask, “Does this match the mood I want?”
3. If it does not, change your words to make it match the mood.

~Anchor Chart: Poetry Decisions that Strengthen Meaning
Add: put it all together
*(Unit 4, pg. 78) Today I want to teach you that poets make meaning in their poems by comparing an object to a feeling-or
anything at all- to something else.

Make Meaning with Images Make Meaning With Music

● Use honest, precise words.
● Shown, not tell.

● Pay attention to line breaks.
● Use patterns and repetition of sounds, words, and

lines.

Put It all Together
● Decide on the mood and bring it out.

● Compare a feeling or object-or anything at all-to something else.
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Session 10: Stretching Out a
Comparison

~Comparing in Poetry
1. Picture what the ordinary phrase seems like or reminds you of.
2. Picture it in your mind.
3. Think of a comparison.

~Anchor Chart: Poetry Decisions that Strengthen Meaning
Add: Compare a feeling or object-or anything at all-to something else under Put It All Together

*(Unit 4, pg. 87) Today I want to teach you a way to make a comparison even more powerful is to stick with it. A
comparison can stretch all the way through a poem. One way to do this is to include actions that go along with the
comparison.

Make Meaning with Images Make Meaning With Music

● Use honest, precise words.
● Shown, not tell.

● Pay attention to line breaks.
● Use patterns and repetition of sounds, words, and

lines.

Put It all Together
● Decide on the mood and bring it out.

● Compare a feeling or object-or anything at all-to something else.
● Stretch out a comparison over many lines.

~Stretching out Comparisons...
1. Picture what the ordinary phrase seems like or reminds you of.
2. Picture it in your mind.
3. Think of a comparison.
4. Include actions to go with the comparison.

~Anchor Chart: Poetry Decisions that Strengthen Meaning
Add: Stretch out a comparison over many lines under Put It All Together
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Bend III: Trying Structures on
for Size
Session 11: Studying Structure

Session 12: Close Reading of a
Mentor Text

Session 13: Matching Structures to
Feelings

Session 14: Playing With Point of
View

*(Unit 4, pg. 98) (Inquiry) Today I want to teach you that when a poem writes a poem, the poet experiments with di�erent
structures. To do this, the poet studies what other authors have done and then tries those di�erent structures on for size.

● Conversation Poems include two voices---”Maples in October”
● List Poems are lists--”Destiny”

~Anchor Chart: Poems Have Structures
*(Unit 4, pg. 107) Today I want to teach you that because poets think ‘What kind of structure will work for what I have to
say?’ they become experts on di�erent kinds of writing. To do this, poets, study the structures that other poets use just like
they study a feather, a stone. They see details and wonder, connect and question.
~Reading a Poem with Poets’ Eyes

1. Read it slowly, noticing and naming details you see.
2. Ask, ‘Why might the poet have decided to write like this?
3. Try borrowing some of the same techniques, using them in your poem.

~Anchor Chart: Poems Have Structures

*(Unit 4, pg. 115) Today I want to teach you that poets ask themselves, ‘What do I hope my reader feels when reading this
poem?’ and then they try to make sure they choose a structure for their poem that gets readers to feel what they want them
to feel, to think what they want them to think.
~Choosing the Best Poem Structure

1. Ask, “What do I hope my reader feels when reading this poem?”
2. Choose the best structure that gets the reader to feel what you want them to feel.
● Conversation poems
● List poems
● Story poems
3. Begin writing your poem

*(Unit 4, pg. 122) Today I want to teach you that when experimenting with di�erent kinds of poems, poets sometimes drop
their own voice and take on the voice of another person or thing. Instead of writing about something, they write as that
thing. Some call that kind of poetry a mask poem, because it is as if the poet is speaking through the mask of someone or
something else.
~Mask Poems

1. Think of your topic.
2. Use your poet’s eyes to see an ordinary thing in a special way.
3. Now use its voice to make the reader what it probably thinks and feels.

~Anchor Chart: Poems Have Structures
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Session 15: Revising Poems:
Replacing Feeling Words with
Word Pictures

Session 16: Editing Poems: Reading
Aloud to Find Trouble Spots

Session 17: Letter to Teachers:
Presenting Poems to the World: An
Author’s Celebration

Add: Mask Poems speak in a voice of someone or something else--”Waiting Room Fish”

*(Unit 4, pg. 131) Today I want to teach you that when poets revise, they look at a poem with brand-new eyes, asking ‘How
can I make this work even better?’ One way to do this is to look for opportunities to show, not tell.
~Show, not Tell

1. Choose a line in your poem.
2. Try to paint a picture that really shows your feelings.
3. Think, “How can I make this better?”
4. Try changing feeling words with actions or a word picture that an artist could draw.

*(Unit 4, pg. 139) Today I want to teach you that one way that poets edit their poems is by reading them aloud, listening for
places where the words or lines do not sound right. Then, they go back to these places and write new lines, reading aloud,
listening, and always asking, ‘Does that sound right?
~Editing Poetry

1. Reread your poem aloud.
2. Listen for places where the words or lines do not sound right.
3. Go back to those places and write new lines.
4. Read your poem aloud again.
5. Listen as you read.
6. Ask yourself, “Does that sound right?”
7. If it does not sound right, �x it up!

*(Unit 4, pg. 144) Presenting Poems to the World: An Author’s Celebration!!

Skills (Students will be able to…)  including Grammar
● Identify and discuss the di�erences between poetry and prose.
● Distinguish the di�erent types of poetry. i.e. cinquain, limerick, haiku and free verse.
● Compose di�erent types of poems. i.e. cinquain, limerick, haiku and free verse, using sca�olds when necessary.
● Utilize line breaks to a�ect meaning.
● Select proper adjectives to enhance their writing to show more meaning in fewer words.
● Compare and contrast to give readers a picture in their minds.
● Compose a poem using a variety of poetic devices such as: repetition, rhyme, and sounds
● Incorporate vivid words to help paint a picture in the reader’s mind.
● Utilize sense words that describe what something looks like, feels like, sounds like, smells like, or tastes like.
● Search for comparative words that help to show exactly how they feel about their topic.
● Convey a feeling in their poem to the audience.
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● Organize their Reader’s Notebook to interpret and re�ect on poetry.
● Locate and correct errors in capitalization, punctuation, grammar and spelling.
● Collaborate with a partner/teacher to share constructive feedback Present their �nal drafts to an audience.

Writing Workshop Grade:  2nd
Optional Unit: Lab Reports and Science Books (Book 2)
Unit Description:  Lab Reports and Science Books
The aim of this unit is to teach students more about information writing and, speci�cally, about the kinds of information writing that scientists are apt to do. During
mini-lessons and small groups students are taught not only about writing but also about force and motion and about the scienti�c method. This unit illuminates the work of
being an information writer. Students will write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and de�nitions to develop points, and provide a
concluding statement or section. In the �rst bend of this unit, students will study a shared class science topic, which is unusual because usually in a writing workshop
students pursue topics of their own choosing and their instruction focuses on writing well, not on the content. Children jot and sketch as they go, getting a four-page lab
report booklet started in the meeting area, with their hypotheses on one page, their procedures on another, their result on a third, and their conclusions on a fourth. In the
second bend of the unit, “Writing to Teach Others about Our Discoveries,” your goal will be to help your students begin to internalize the scienti�c procedures and writing
processes they encountered in Bend I so they can teach others. By the end of this bend, students will be able to independently design and conduct an experiment, recording
their processes on the lab reports they construct as they progress through the work.

NJ Student Learning Standards
Writing Standards:
W.2.2  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use evidence-based facts and de�nitions to develop points, and provide a conclusion.
W.2.5   With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed through self-re�ection, revising and editing.
W.2.6   With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
W.2.7   Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).
W.2.8   Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
W.3.2a  Introduce a topic and group related information together; include text features (e.g.: illustrations, diagrams, captions) when useful to support comprehension.
W.3.2b  Develop the topic with facts, de�nitions, and details.
W.3.2c   Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information.
W.3.2d   Provide a conclusion.
W.3.3b  Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations.
W.3.4  With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.
W.3.5   With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.
W.3.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
W.3.8   Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.
W.3.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, re�ection, metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-speci�c
tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Reading Standards:
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RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI.2.2   Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of speci�c paragraphs within the text.
RI.2.3  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scienti�c ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
RI.2.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
RI.2.5  Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text e�ciently.
RI.2.6  Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
RI.2.7   Explain how speci�c illustrations and images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.
RI.2.8   Describe and identify the logical connections of how reasons support speci�c points the author makes in a text.
RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.
RI.2.10   Read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at grade level text complexity pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
RI.3.1  Ask and answer questions, and make relevant connections to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
RI.3.2  Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea
RI.3.3  Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scienti�c ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/e�ect.
RI.3.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-speci�c words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.
RI.3.7  Use information gained from text features (e.g., illustrations, maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).
RI.3.8  Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/e�ect, �rst/second/third in a sequence) to support speci�c points the author makes in a text.
RF.2.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4   Read with su�cient accuracy and �uency to support comprehension.
Speaking & Listening Standards:
SL.2.1   Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
SL.2.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
SL.2.4   Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
SL.2.5   Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
SL.2.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clari�cation.
SL.3.1   Engage e�ectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.3.1b  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the �oor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
SL.3.3  Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, o�ering appropriate elaboration and detail.
SL.3.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
SL.3.5  Use multimedia to demonstrate �uid reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or details.
Language Standards:
L.2.1   Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.2.1e  Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modi�ed.
L.2.2    Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.2.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
L.2.4a  Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.2.4d  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, bookmark).
L.2.4e  Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases.
L.2.5  Demonstrate understanding of �gurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
L.2.5b  Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny).
L.2.6   Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me
happy).
L.3.2g  Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings.
L.3.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-speci�c words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night
we went looking for them).
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NJSLS from other subject(s)
Career Ready Practices
Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate e�ectively.
Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.

Standard 8 Computer Science
8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.
Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community.

Careers (Description of a career that relates to this unit)

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
Students will understand that…

❏ Writers gather information about their topic through a variety of ways.
❏ They need strategies to revise for elaboration
❏ They can work with partners to get ideas for information that would be helpful
❏ It is important in informational writing to also use mentor texts to emulate an author’s ideas

or approach.
❏ They grow knowledge by thinking like scientists.

❏ What are ways to present all that I know about a topic?
❏ How do I become an expert in my area of study?
❏ What kinds of writing can be included in my presentation on one topic?

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Writing about reading
● Writers’ notebooks
● Teacher-created performance assessment
● Student re�ections
● Conferences and small group

Summative Assessments:

● Learning Progressions (Grades 2-8)
● Pre/Post-On-Demand Assessment

Benchmark Assessments:

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions
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● Nonsense Words
● Teachers College Running Records
● Letter Sound ID
● High Frequency Word Assessment

Alternative Assessments:

● F & P Running Records
● Scholastic Running Records
● BeBop Books for running records
● G & T Assessments:Sages-2 Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary:

Mathematics/Science Language Arts/Social Studies
● Reasoning
● Yopp-Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation
● Sentence-Writing Grade Placement Test
● Linguistics Phonemic Awareness Screener
● Linguistics Decoding Pre/Post Test
● Dyslexia Screener
● PRIM checklist
● LLI; Test Preparation Lesson Framework F&P levels

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
Bend I
2-Channeling students to use mentors from start to �nish
3-Coaching Partners to help each other
5-Supporting Writers’ Learning Trajectories
6-Supporting writers to turn plans into realities
Bend II
9-Helping children use information from sources to strengthen their conclusions
10-Reminding Writers to plan
11-Supporting writers as they revise in a variety of ways
Bend III
12-Coaching writers to choose content-based topics
14-Coaching writers to discover connections to science content
15-Conferring to ensure students have grasped the essentials of the unit
16-Working with a partner to envision and act out parts to imagine smaller steps

English Language Learners:

● Unit 4: Curriculum for ELL
● ESL K-2
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students with 504 Plans
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar
● Unit of Study Text Lab Reports and Science Books by Lucy Calkins
● 2019-20 Teachers College Calendar, Second Grade, Lab Reports and Science Books Unit
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● The  Writing  Strategies Book by Jen Seravallo
● Writing Resources and Scope and Sequences
● Units of Study Online Resources

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Kits
● Rubric for Assessing a Retell on a Reading Level Assessment - Levels A-Z (Teachers

College)
● Primm Book
● Teachers College Units of Study - Phonics K-2
● Prompting Guide Part 1 - For Oral Reading and Early Writing
● Prompting Guide Part 2 - For Comprehension : Thinking, Talking, Writing
● Writing  Strategies Book - Jennifer Serravallo
● Flip Your Writing Workshop: A Blended Learning Approach by Dana Johansen and Sonja

Cherry-Paul
● How’s It Going? A Practical Guide to Conferring with Student Writers by Carl Anderson
● Notebook Know-How: Strategies for the Writer’s Notebook by Aimee Buckner
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Conferring Curriculum

Core Instructional Resources:

● Any appropriate grade 3  novel as a read-aloud model to set up the routines
● Forces and Motion by: John Graham and John LeJars (Level J-M)
● Foss Science Kit Texts (Level J-M)
● How to Conduct an Experiment (Level J-M)
● Forces Make Things Move-kimberly Bradley (Level J-M)
● Motion-Darlene Stille (Level J-M)
● Energy Make Things Move-kimberly Bradley (Level J-M)
● Teacher-selected books for book talks and modeling good reader behaviors

Supplemental Resources:

● Conferring Curriculum
● Florham Park ELA PD Sharing Website
● Conferring Menus
● Read and Discover Series by Mary Lindeen (Level I)
● Zoom in on Biomes series bt Colin Grady (Level G)
● Keep Cities Clean Series by Brdiget Heos (Level J)
● Insect World by Mari Schuh (Level E)
● Everyday Mysteries Demi Jackson (Level H)
● Space Explorers by Giles Sparrow (Level G)
● Little Biographies of Big People Series by Joan Stoltman (Level I)
● In the Spotlight Series Jenna Gleisner (Level G)
● My Itty-Bitty Bio Series by Emma Haldy (Level H)

Intervention Resources:

● Leveled Literacy Intervention Texts
● Six Minute Solutions
● Fountas and Pinell Guided Reading
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● Fountas and Pinell Shared Reading

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies, and

foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they re�ect
on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust; i.e.
power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the words from

their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and then
ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and
character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting on
the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Connect With Rick Riordan
● Author Visit Kit
● Authors Who Skype

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
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● International Dot Day (September 16)

Bend/Goals Teaching Points
Bend I: Writing as Scientists
Do
Session 1: Learning to Write About
Science

Session 2: Studying a Mentor Text:
Procedural Writing

Session 3: New Wonderings, New
Experiments

Session 4: Authors Share Scientific
Ideas/conclusions

*(Unit 2, pg. 5) Today I want to teach you that when scientists conduct experiments to learn about the world, they have a
certain way they usually write-they use lab report format. They record what they expect to happen in an experiment , and
they record what they actually do in the experiment, then they record how things go and what they learn.
~To Write Like a Scientist…

1. Ask a question about how the world works.
2. Record a hypothesis, a guess.
3. How will you test it? Record your procedure.
4. Conduct multiple trials, and record your results.
5. Analyze your results, and write a conclusion.

*(Unit 2, pg. 13) Guided Inquiry: The question we will be researching today, then, is this: What does a scientist do when
writing the procedure section of his or her lab report? How do procedures go?
~In Procedures…

● Make a “You will need” section
● Draw pictures that teach with labels, details.
● Number the steps.

*(Unit 2, pg. 23) Today I want to teach you that scientists don’t just follow someone else’s recipe to do an experiment.
Scientists come up with their own experiments! They think ‘I wonder what would happen if...’ and then they try it! Just
like writers go through a writing process, scientists go through a scienti�c process.
~New Experiments

1. Reread your lab report.
2. Ask yourself, “I wonder what would happen if….”
3. Think of a way to change your experiment.
4. Think of a new question to test out.
5. Try out your experiment.

*(Unit 2, pg. 31) Guided Inquiry: The question that we’ll be researching today is this: When a scientist has collected some
results and has formed new hypotheses about why she got those results, how does she write a conclusion?
~In Conclusions…

● Re�ect on your hypothesis (My hypothesis was right/wrong…)
● Ask questions about your results (Why?)
● Give some POSSIBLE explanations-use ideas from other experiments and resources.
● Add  further investigations.
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Session 5: Scientists Learn From
Other Sources as Well as from
Experiment

Session 6: Student Self-Assessment
and Plans

*(Unit 2, pg. 38) Today I want to teach you that the more a person knows about a topic, the better he or she can write.
Sometimes when you want to improve your writing-say, you’re writing about cars and snap cubes and staplers sliding
down ramps- the best way to improve the writing is to learn more about how the world works. That is, sometimes the best
way to improve your scienti�c writing is to learn more science.
~Using Information from Other Sources

1. Take notes from other sources.
2. Use them to help you get your ideas about why your experiment happened the way it did.
3. Use what you know to revise your lab report.
● From the article/book I read, I learned...This connects to my experiment because…
● This explains…
● This helps me understand that….

*(Unit 2, pg. 45) Today I want to teach you that second-grade writers can �gure out how to make their writing the best it
can be. You can use the Information Writing Checklist to help you. You can read the checklist, then go back to your
writing to see if you did these things. Once you have gone through the checklist, you can look at the items that you have
not checked o� and make writing goals for yourself.
~Writer’s Use Checklists

1. Using the checklist, use one part at a time to check your writing.
2. Check page after page to make sure that you did the item AGAIN and AGAIN in your writing.
3. Check: NOT YET, STARTING TO, or YES
4. Repeat.
5. Use the NOT YET items to make goals for yourself.
6. Plan your writing.

Bend II: Writing to Teach
Others about Our Discoveries
Session 7: Remember all you Know
About Science and about Scientific
Writing for New Experiments

*(Unit 2, pg. 55) Today I want to teach you that when scientists conduct an experiment, they remember all they know not
only about science itself but about writing about science, too.
~In Procedures...

● Make a “You will need” section
● Draw pictures that teach with labels, details.
● Number the steps.
● Include detailed measurements.
● Tell not only what to do, but how you do it.

~Review Anchor Chart: To Write Like a Scientist
~Review Anchor Chart: In Procedures...
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Session 8: Letter to Teachers:
Studying a Mentor Text:  The
“Results” Page

Session 9: Comparing Results and
Reading More Expert Materials to
Consider New Questions

Session 10: Designing and Writing
a New Experiment

Session 11: Editing:
Domain-Specific Language

*(Unit 2, pg. 63) Guided Inquiry: Today I brought in an example of a results page for you to study. I want you to study this
results page really closely and then answer this question: “How do scientists organize their results?”
~How do Scientists Organize Their Results?

● Tables
● Bar graphs
● Charts
● They use labels

*(Unit 2, pg. 67) Today I want to teach you that scientists compare their results with the results of other scientists who have
done related experiments, asking, ‘How do these results connect to my results?’  and then they come up with new ideas to
explore and new questions to answer.
~Comparing Results

1. Look at the results.
2. Ask…
● “Why are mine di�erent?”
3. Record your comparisons and questions on your conclusion page.
4. Add ideas to your “Future Investigations” section of your conclusion

*(Unit 2, pg. 74) Today I want to teach you that scientists study their results to learn, think, write and experiment more.
They do this by �rst revisiting their experiment and asking, “What am I wondering? What else do I want to �nd out?
What is my plan?” Then they experiment again.
~New Questions

1. Work with a partner and look at both of your results.
2. Compare the results, “How are they the same or di�erent?”
3. Ask questions….
● “What am I wondering?”
● “What else do I want to �nd out?”
● “What is my plan?”
4. Experiment again!

*(Unit 2, pg. 80) Today I want to teach you that scientists use expert words- called technical vocabulary- to make their
writing and their teaching more precise. All of you, as forces and motion experts, can do this, too. You can begin to use
words that are particular to the topic you are studying in both your discussions about that topic and in your writing
about
it. You can “talk the talk”.
~ “Talk the Talk”

1. Think of a subject/topic you know well.
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2. Think of �ve specialized words you know about that topic.
3. Now, see if you can come up with a sentence or two about your topic using these words.
4. “Talk the talk”

Bend III: Writing About Forces
and Motion in Information
Books
Session 12: Drawing on All We
Know to Rehearse and Plan
Information Books

Session 13: Tapping Informational
Know-How For Drafting

Session 14: Studying Mentor Texts:
Integrating Scientific Information

Session 15: Using Comparisons to
Teach Readers

*(Unit 2, pg. 89) Today I want to teach you that to write information books, writers might rehearse by talking, sketching,
and then teaching people about their topic. Then, writers can use what they learn from sketching and teaching to help
them revise their plan and write their texts.
~Writing Information Books

1. Plan across your �ngers.
2. Sketch or jot notes on each section.
3. Then, begin your writing.

*(Unit 2, pg. 96) Today I want to teach you how to use your quick sketches and plans from yesterday to help you draft your
chapters. One way you can do this is by rereading each heading and looking at each sketch, imagining the words you will
write. Then, you will write, write, write!
~Drafting Chapters

1. Reread each heading.
2. Look at each sketch.
3. Imagine the words you will write.
4. Write, write, write!

*(Unit 2, pg. 103) Today I want to teach you that when writers are trying out a new kind of writing, they often look at
published writing to �nd examples of how it can go. Then they try it out themselves. In particular, today we will look at
ways that writers of information books include scienti�c information in their writing.
~To Put More Information in Informational Writing...

● Add a new voice in a di�erent size or color.
● Use arrows to show how something works.
● Use dashes to add de�nitions.
● Add captions to pictures

~Studying Mentor Texts
1. Study a published book.
2. Get an idea.
3. Try it out!

*(Unit 2, pg. 109) Today I want to teach you that non�ction writers often use comparisons in their teaching books to show
readers how the new thing they are explaining is similar to something readers already know.
~Making Comparisons in Non�ction

1. First, write a detail.
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Session 16: Showing Hidden
Worlds with Science Writing

Session 17: Letter to Teachers:
Introduction and Conclusions:
Addressing an Audience

Session 18: Editing: Aligning
Expectations to the NJ Student
Learning

2. Think...
● “What is it like or very similar to?”
3. Then add a comparison to help readers picture exactly what you mean.

~Anchor Chart: To Put More Information in Informational Writing…
Add: Make comparisons

*(Unit 2, pg. 117) Today I want to teach you that when people are writing about science-explaining things that are not part
of everyday experiences-they use special strategies to show the hidden story of their topic. For example, they might slow
things down, or show the insides of things.
~Capturing the Hidden Story

1. Look at your table of contents and imagine where you could put in some numbered steps.
2. Go to that chapter.
3. SLOW it down with numbered steps

*(Unit 2, pg. 122) Today I want to teach you that writers give their information books an introduction and conclusion.
When writing introductions and conclusions, writers try to get the reader’s attention so they can highlight important
information about a topic.
~Strong Introductions..

● Ask a question.
● Add details, in the drawings, to help the reader imagine the setting.
● List reasons a reader might be interested in the topic.
● Explain the purpose of the book.

~Do I Have a Strong Introduction?
Ask yourself…

● “Does it get the reader’s attention?”

*(Unit 2, pg. 127) Today I want to teach you that writers reread their writing with the lens of making it easier to read. As
you reread, you can use the items on the Informational Writing Checklist Grades 2 and 3 to help you focus your attention.
~Making Your Writing Easier to Read

1. Study the editing checklist.
2. Think of ways to make your writing easier for readers to read.
3. Reread each part of your writing.
4. Think, “Are there places that need to be edited?”
5. When you �nd something, �x it!
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Session 19: Letter to Teachers:
Celebration: Writing and Science
Exhibition

*(Unit 2, pg. 133) Celebration!!

Skills (Students will be able to…)  including Grammar
● Take notes, question, discuss, and record information regarding their experiments.
● Follow a prescribed format to record information from the experiment.
● Diagram and label the details of the experiment.
● Create a lab report based on data gathered from experiments and mentor text. (Hypothesis, procedures, results, and conclusions).
● Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multi meaning words or phrases.
● Improve their writing by learning more about the topic through experiments and observations.
● Revise their writing utilizing mentor texts to improve lab reports already in progress.
● Sharing constructive feedback is essential for improving writing.
● Analyze lab reports to add speci�c information, add steps and take away unnecessary parts to allow the reader to replicate the experiment.

● Collaborate with a partner/teacher to share constructive feedback and revise based on discussion.
● Identify the traits of non�ction writing. i.e. cause/e�ect
● Brainstorm for topics they are knowledgeable about.
● Create a main idea and separate it into subtopics/categories.
● Incorporate features of non�ction writing into their book. (i.e. diagrams, headings, index, glossary, captions).
● Research for facts by using multiple texts on the same topic, authentic artifacts, and digital tools.
● Recognize reliable and important information from their research.
● Draft and revise information books using text features and following rules of convention.
● Locate and correct errors in capitalization, punctuation, grammar and spelling.
● Collaborate with a partner/teacher to share constructive feedback
● Present their �nal drafts to an audience.
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